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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The works of Nature are with- 
out limit and without end. In 
Switzerland they are particularly 
interesting; and it is with a view 
of delineating the romantic scenery 
in which that country abounds, that 
the writer is induced to place this 
little book in the juvenile library. 
She is indebted to Raffles's Tour 
on the Continent for much of her 
information ; and the authenticity 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

of-^ the melancholy occurrence re- 
corded in the sequel, may be relied 
upon, as it is compiled from a re* 
cent periodical ww\. 
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But where are the orange 
kernels ? We must have orange 
trees, you know, hke those in 
grandmamma's conservatory,^' said 
Emma to her sister Lucy, who, 
seated upon a green bench in the 
garden, was busily employed' in 
sorting seeds ; several boxes were 
lying near her ; on on^ was marked 
hpine^ on another sweet pieae, on * 
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2 THE PEASANTS 

another mignionette, &c., and the 
children were arranging the differ- 
ent sorts of seed in their respective 
boxes. " I cannot find the orange 
kernels/' continued Emma, "and 
I will run and look for them in the 
drawer in the tool-house, for I dare 
say George put them there: — oh, 
no,^' continued she, recollecting 
herself, *'my little parcel was left 
in the pocket of the carriage, on 
the evening of our return from 
grandmamma's. I was so tired by 
the time we reached home, that I 
forgot to take it out; so there it 
must stay, I suppose, and we shall 
have no orange trees in our gardens.^' 
•' Bt|t,^* said Lucy, *^ we sbal} 
have china-asters, convolvolus, and 
larkspurs, and sweet flow^n^ 
shrubs of all sorts ; the cistus, and 
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OF CHAM.OUNI. 3 

the white broom, and the aknond 
tree, which mamma promised to 
give us, therefore we can do v^y 
well without them; be^ides^ you 
forget that orange trees will, not 
grow in the open ground, will they, 
£lizabeth?'' said she, ^pealing to 
her eldest sister ; *' orange trees 
grow in France and Spain^ where 
the air is much milder than it 
is in England, do they not? So, 
dear Emma, sort your lupine • seeds, 
we shall want .to set them to* 
morrow ; the gardener raked our 
little borders yesterday, and we 
have nothing to do biit to put the 
seeds into the ground : here is your 
' lupine-box.^' 

Aa Lucy spoke, Elizabeth, who 
had been training a Chinese rose 
round the back of the seat, turned 
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4 THE PEASANTS 

to the little girls, and desired them 
to put by their seeds till the next 
day, *« for evening," said she, " is 
coming on, and it will soon be tea- 
time/* 

It was Spring, and one of those 
warm and agreeable days when 
nature, clothed in robes of the 
freshest verdure, appears in unusual 
beauty ; the grass that looked 
brown and withered, was become 
green ; the trees and hedges were 
covered with new leaves ; not a 
whispering breeze was heard, nor 
did a leaf quiver on its trembling 
spray; the birds rejoiced that cold 
weather was gone, and raised their 
melodious voices on every bush, as 
if grateful to that good Being, who 
provides, with unceasing care, for 
their wants as well as for ours. 
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OF CHAMOUNI. 6 

Twilight was indeed coming on, 
but the happy group had been 
tempted to remain out of doors 
beyond the limited hour : they col- 
lected their seeds together in a 
moment, and» each clasping a hand 
of their kind and affectionate sistar, 
accompanied her through the shrub- 
bery* 

The candles were soon brought 
into the parlour, the curtains were 
drawn, and a large fire diffused its 
cheerful light through the apart- 
ment. Evening was copie— evening, 
the delightful time for social en- 
joyment. 

" Do you know, mamma/' said 
Emma, as she placed henself by 
the side of her mother at the tea- 
table, ** do you know, Lucy says 
that orange trees will not grow out 

B 3 ^ ^ 
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6 THE PEASANTS 

trf doors hi England, because our 
climate is not warm enough ! I did 
not think of that when I brought 
my orange kernels from grand- 
mamma's/' 

" Lucy is right/' said Mrs. L. 
^* In the south of Europe the air is 
more warm and genial, and the 
climate not so variable as that of 
England. In the south of France, 
particularly, luxuriant groves of 
orange trees display their golden 
fruit, and their delicate blossoms 
scent the air with a delightful fra- 
grance ; verdure prevails there even 
during the winter/* 

"The roads,"' said Elizabeth, 
" are in some parts bordered with 
hedges of aloes, in the place of 
stone walls,' and this circumstance 
proves the difference in the climate 
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OP CHAMOUKI. 7 

lit once, for you know how much 
care we are obliged to bestow upon 
those plants/' 

" Hedges of aloes !" exclaimed 
Emma; '* I do not think I should 
like them so well as our pretty 
green hawthorn hedges ; and we 
are so fond of picking blackberries 
in the Autumn, too; — I am quite 
as happy in being a little English 
girl, as the French girls can be in 
their orange groves; don't you 
think I am, dear mamma ?^^ 

" Certainly, my love ; it is right 
and natural to prefer our native 
country before any other." 

"Will you tell us something 
more about the south of France ?" 
said Lucy. 

** No climate," continued Mrs. 
L., " possesses a more genial at- 
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8 THB PEASANTS 

mospbere ; no soil a more smiling 
vegetation. Every day brings forth 
another flower, every month its 
fruit, and every year a copious 
harvest. The li^t tinges of Spring 
yield to the brighter hues of Sum- 
mer, and Autunm boasts of the deep 
crimson and th^ orange. Unex- 
posed to the bleak influence of our 
piercing winds, the blossoms of 
Enuna^s favourite orange tree, d)e 
vine, and the laurel rose, the infi- 
nite variety of flowers, plants, and 
shrubs, lead us to exclaim, with 
Thomson, 

^Another Flora there^ of bolder huesy . 
And richer sweetSy iseybncl our garden's pride, 
Fikys o'er the fields, and showers, with sudden 

hand. 
Exuberant Spring.'— ,, 

** But the scenery of the south of 
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OF CHAMOUNI. 9 

France, delightful as it is, is nothing 
in comparison with that of Switzer* 
land/' ■ . 

*^ Oh, mamma," exclaimed Lucy, 
"do give us, some account of Swit- 
zerland ; I always fancy that it is 
a. charming country, and especially 
since I learned the- Ranz de Vaches, 

' Qfiand revirrai-je en unjour 
. Tout Us dbjets de mon amour V 

Will you tell us something about 
the pretty Swiss children, who 
wear garlands of roses wreathed in 
their hair, mamma ? Will you tell 
me about the Alps, and about the 
little girls bringing wild straw- 
berries ? {You were reading a tale 
to papa, one evening, which I know 
very well had something to do with 
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10 THE PEASANTS 

Swit2serland ; it was in French ; I 
tried to catch a word now and 
then, but Edward and I were play- 
ing with the travelling map, and I 
did not like to interrupt you. I 
am sure it was a pretty tale, for 
there was something about un pa- 
nier de fraises^ a basket of straw- 
berries ; and la petite fille^ the little 
girl, mamma ; and un hois de sapin^ 
asset ipaisy a pretty thick wood of 
fir-trees ; and a great deal more 
about an Henrietta, and les deux 
petits Suisses. You see, I reraem* 
ber what you read, but J had for* 
gotten all about it, until Emma'9 
orange kernels brought it to my 
remembrance. I quite intended to 
ask you who that Henrietta was, 
as soon as the game was over, but 
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OF CHAMOUNI. II 

you went out of the room with my 
father, and I thought of it no more* 
So now, dearest mamma — '\ 

" Now, what, my love V^ said 
Mrs. L., smiling. 

** For an account of Switzerland^ 
and Swiss girls, and Swiss moun- 
tains, and Swiss scenery-r-all that 
you will please to tell us ; you 
know very well . how much we 
like your long dehgfatful tales, par* 
ticularly on such a charming even-^ 
ing as .this« Elizabeth, Edward^ 
Emma, I appeal to you," continued 
Lui^y, with unusual vivacity. ( , ' 

Our young readers may easity 
suppose that hixc^s eloquence was 
iiot needed, and ^t the aqimfited 
looks .:of (her bn(ithers:and sisters 
evinced their entire coinciddnceAiA 
her 'wishes. 
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13 THE FEASANTS 

" Allow me to have the tea- 
things removed, at all events/' said 
Mrs. L., " and then we will see 
what the evening can produce.'* 

*' In a moment, mamma !" ex- 
claimed Edward, ringing the bell ; 
and before they were gone, Lucy, 
Emma, and himself, had arranged 
themselves around their mother ; 
Elizabeth had unfolded the large 
map of Switzerland, and every 
iMng appeared in readiness for the 
recital of Mrs. L.'s narrative. 

^^ Before I begin the account, I 
purpose to relate^ of a little tour 
made by some friends of mine in 
that country,-' said she, "it will 
be proper to give you a sketch of 
the romantic scenery in which it 
abounds, and to describe itsaitoatioo : 
perhaps one of you can do that.^ . 
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or CHAMOUNI. 19 

*^ Switzerland," said Edward, 
placing his finger on the map, " is 
the only country in Europe which 
has no sea-coast. On the west, 
Mount Jura divides it from France ; 
on the south, the Alps separate it 
from Italy ; on the' east, lies the 
Austrian territory of the Tyrol, 
mamma ; and on the norths is 
Swabia, a part of Germany/' 

'^ The ancient inhabitants of 
Switzerland," said Mrs. L. *' were 
called Helvetii ; their descendants 
are a brave people, gr^at lovers of 
liberty, remarkable for the simpli- 
city of their manners, and for their 
politeness to strangers. Switzer- 
land is divided into twenty-two 
cantons, or provinces. The climate 
IS as mild and delightful as that of 
France : no country in the wdrid 
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14* THE FEASANTS 

surpasses it in diversity of appear- 
ance. The vast chain of Alps, which 
are the highest mountains in Em-^ 
rope ; extensive regions of perpe^ 
tuai snow ; and glaciers^ which are 
prodigious fields of ice, resembling 
frozen seas, are contrasted with the 
vineyard and cultivated fidd, the 
richly-wooded eminence, and the 
verdant and tranquil vale with, its 
cheerful villages, white-washed cot- 
tages, and crystal streams/' 

«f Did your Henrietta live in one 
of those cottages^ mamma ?^'' ion 
quived Emma* 

'* Patiefaoe, my dear. We are 
not yet come to that tpart of iny 
tale ; I have not described Hii 
bbauties of Swittefrlaio^ : ' h5W^ver, 
tny^'HenrieJtta, as- yoH'terai her> ik 
an EngliisAi girl, » : ^ 
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OF CHAMO0KT. 16 

^*The fakes of Switzerland are 
numerous, and have long been 
noted for their picturesque scei^ry/' 
. "The sources of the Rhine and 
the Rhone are among the Alps, are 
they not, mamma?'' inquired Ed- 
ward. 

"Yes; you are right,^^ said his 
mother. " I will now give you a 
slight description of the romantic 
vi^ws and situations which abound 
in those mountains^ and draw the 
attention of visitors from distant 
countries ; thoi^h you will hear a 
more minute account of them when 
I commeiice my littfe narrative. 
The toj^s of many of the Alps are 
1q94 in £he clouds, and covered w:ith 
perpet;ual snow. When the warm 
rays Qf the sun melt the surface of 
the snow, the water rushes in tor- 
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16 THE PEASANTS 

rents down the rugged sides of the 
mountains, forming cascades of un- 
common beauty. The hollow spaces 
that Jie between the rocky summitsf 
are called valleys, though raised at 
a great height above the level coun- 
try, and formed of ice frozen into 
many fantastic shapes, and ming- 
ling hues with the softer scenciry 
below/^ 

"But where do the strawbemes 
grow, mamma ?^^ asked £mma. 

" Your question is a very na- 
tural one,'* said Mrs. L. " It is an 
extraordinary circumstance that the 
borders of the glaciers are fertile ; 
wood-strawberries, mulberries, and 
wild cherries grow on their borders^ 
and the children of the Swiss pea* 
sants, who live among the moun- 
tains, offer them for sale to the 

Digitized by Google 



OF CHAMOUKl. 17 

bayeller, who traverses those in- 
teresting regions." 

,, "Is, it not very cold on the top 
of th^ AlpS} n^amipa.?'^ said Edward. 
*^you. feave . fijometini^ told me 
that in all clim^te^ th^ air op the 
summits of high mountains is ex- 
tremely COW/^ ; 

., " Yfi$ ;)that is. always the casej*^ 
«idd Mrs. JL;." and in ^ing to.tfee 
top of the mountaina of S.wH^erlaiidj 
you may enjoy erory Beaison of i the 
yeur in .the. same aday» la .thp 
ralley, and on the lower part pf the 
mountain, the heat js exicessive, the 
m^dows are green, , and joy and 
gladness seem the ^ nature of every 
liiQqg diing ;. a$ the/ traveller ad- 
vandes, the^ aiir be6>mes iinoderate^ 
and lie id leaded « by groves of -fir, 
1^ dark forests of larch and pine ; 
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18 TikS >£ASAMTS 

higher up it grows cold^ and the 
ground is covered with different 
sorts of mosses; but, above all, 
the cold is extreme, and nothing is 
to be seen but bare rock, and snow 
that never melts, not even in the 
middle of Summer/' 

**Now, mamma,'^ said Lucy, 
when Mrs. L. paused, " b^n your 
tale. I believe we understand all 
about Switzerland, and know very 
well that it consists of rocks and 
snow-covered mountains, and fields 
of ice, so will you please to tell us 
who Henrietta was ?" 

" Exercise your patience yet a 
little longer, my dear girl,^^ said her 
mother. " I wish you to be per- 
fectly acquainted with the natural 
scenery of the country, as Henrietta 
was an eye-witness, and an ardent 
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OF CHAHOUKI. 19 

admire of its beauty, and I am sure 
you will love my amiable young 
friend/' 

"Then, mamma knows her,'* 
whispered £mma. 

" I was about to tell you,'^ con- 
tinued Mrs. L., " that goats feed on 
the most inaccessible parts of the 
mountains, and may be seen leap- 
ing, with astonishing agility, from 
one cliff of rocks to another/' 

" Do you mean the chamois, 
mamma ?^^ said Edward. 

" Yes,^* replied his mother, " and 
the dexterity of the men called chas- 
seurs^ in clambering over the Alps 
in pursuit of them is wonderful ; al- 
though their favourite amusement, it 
is certainly a very dangerous one. 
When the moon is at the full, they 
v^ll often pass whole nights, a3 
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90 THE PEASANTS 

well as d^ys, in boundipg from 
cri^ to crag, leaping over terril^e 
abysses, and exploring icy soljludes^ 
where, but too often, a false stfp, or 
a loss of balance, hurri^ t|i^ feaiiess 
hunter into the deep fissures of a 
glacier." , 

" I shpuld like to Uve }u one of 
the pretty cottages you mentioned;, 
dear manima,". jsaid £mm^ ^^.and 
gather wild stntw^erries, an4 make 
garlands of roses, provided papa was 
not B, chasseur",, 

, ** Ey^n in the delightAil valleys, 
my dear £lmma/' continued Mnu 
L. '' th^ pe^^nt^ Jnd di^!i^i^ges 
sometime QV^balance tbe^oomfprts 
they possesa :; : for they are itiot ,witb 
put the dread of beieg s^waliowed 
up in, one of iiuxie inmienae maasos 
of snow, called avalanches, whieh 
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OF CHAMOUNI. 91 

frequently roll from the tops of the 
mountains, and destroy every tbing 
in their way. 

*'By an hundred winters piled, 

AndancheSy dark with death. 
Hang o'er precipices wild. 

Hang suspended by a breath; 

^ If a pulse but throb alarm, 
Headlong down the st^ps they fall ; 

For a pulse will break the charra« 
Bounding, bursting, burying all. 

** Struck with horror, stiff and pale. 
When the chaos breaks on high, 

All that view it from the Tale 
All that hear it coming, die."* 

"That is, if they cannot get out 
of the way,'* said Elizabeth. " I 
have read of a woman Imd child 
who were preserved in a providential 
manner, for almost fiv^w6eks, in a 

* MontgomerjT. 
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S9 THE PEASANTS 

Stable, buried under one of those 
enormous masses/' 

" Preserved alive !" exclaimed 
Lucy, "how was that possible? 
They must have beeii starved, for 
what could they find to hve upon ; 
do you believe it to be true V* 

"I see no reason to doubt the 
feet,'* replied, the sister ; ** fortu- 
nately for them, a she goat was in 
the same stable, which supplied 
them with milk all the time. When 
the woman's husband perceived 
that the snow was a little softened 
t>y the warm rays of the sun, he 
requested the assistance of his 
ndghbours, made aQ opening, and 
to his joy and surprise, no doubt, 
found his little girl and her modier 
alive and well/^ _ 

"Thanks (o his useful goat!^' 
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OF CHAMOUNI. 23 

exclaimed Edward ; " I think he 
must have valued it as much all his 
life after, as the shepherd of the 
Grampian mountains valued the dog 
that took the cake to his child^ and 
preserved its life when it was lost in 
that tremendous cavern."* 

'^ Is that all you have to tell us 
about the woman and her child r'^ 
said Emma, 

" Yes/* answered Elizabeth ; 
^^ but before mamma goes oxi> I can 
show you a picture which will give 
you some idea of the height of Moni 
Blanci which is the' highest^ of the 



^^It is called Mont Blanc, on 
acqoupt of its "white aspect,'! Sup- 
pose, mamma/' said Lucy i ^* hUmc^ 



• Se^ Family Twr. 
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84. THE PEASANTS' 

white — mont^ mountain — white 
mountain. How high is it ?*' 

" Its summit is somewhat more 
than threejmiles above the level of 
the sea/' -^said Elizabeth, at the 
same time unrolling a picture,* 
which'^^she had reached from a 
port-foliOjS that was lying on the 
table. 

*' Mountains ! snow - covered 
mountains ! lakes, valleys, and gla- 
ciers, mamma !'' exclaimed Edward. 
" Is it a view in Switzerland ? There 
— there is Mont Blanc written in 
little letters ; but how is this ? I 
thought, Elizabeth, that you called 
it the highest mountain in Switzer- 
land, instead of which, there are 
many much higher.'* 

* See Smith's ComparadTeViewof the Heights 
of the principal MountainSi &c in the World. 
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OF CUAMOUNI. 9.5 

*' This picture is not a view in 
Switzerland," said his sister, " nor ijQ 
any particular country. You must 
suppose, for a moment, that, all the 
different mountains in the world are 
brought together^ and placed side by 
side, that we may measure their 
comparative altitude, and then you 
will comprehend the purpose for 
which it was drawn.'* 

" Very well," said Edward, " this 
picture is to enable us to judge of 
the height of one, compared with 
that of another ; but I do not yet 
understand why Mont Blanc looks 
so much lower than some of the 
others,'* 

. *^ It is the most elevated mountain 
in Europe," said liis mother, ^'bot 
by no jxmans the loftiest in the 
world. Those which appear higher, 
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S6 THE PEASANTS 

are not in Switzerland, nor yet in 
Europe ; some of them are in South 
America, and others are in Asia." 

"Look, Edward,'^ said Lucy, 
'*look, here are riie Malvern Hills ; 
how small they: appear by Mont 
Blanc ! When we were at Malvern, 
the Summer before : last, I recollect 
the exclamations you made upon the 
first view of those hilfe r you caQed 
them mountainsr^the highest moun- 
tains in the world : — ah, you little 
drought, till mamma tt>ld you, that 
tlia^ were o^et mountain^, si^^ 
eight, ten times a^ high/' ' 

^And I remember, too,^' said 
Elizabeth, "that you rode upon a 
donkey up the hills <Mie day, and 
"^db&si yoawere i]|)6n th^ top, you 
fancied yourself aiiwondecful tra- 
veller, and toW.; jMipac When you 
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CB CHAMOUKI. 27 

came down, that you had been on 
the top of the highest mountain in 
the world, and you actually thought 
so, till we corrected your error." 

£dward was amused at the idea 
of his former ignorance ; '' but I was 
younger then than I am at the pre- 
sent time you know, mamma/' said 
he laughing ; f^ and if I had happen- 
ed to say in England, instead of in 
the worid, I should have been rather 
nearer the truth." 

^^ Ignorance is not a feult,'' said 
his modier, ^' except when it arises 
from inattenticm; and now, if you 
please, I will relate the little narra- 
tive my Lucy is so anxious to hear, 
or rather the account of a tour 
made by a friend of mine, and his 
son and daughter, through the in- 
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teresting country of which we have 
been speaking/' 

" Do, dearest mother, do l^' cried 
Edward, drawing his chair still 
closer to her side. Lucy and Emma 
joined in the request, and Mrs. L. 
began : 

*«In the summer of 1820/' said 
she, ^^roy friend Mr. A., and his 
daughter Henrietta, a lovely girl of 
sixteen, accompanied by her bro- 
ther Lorenzo, a student of the uni* 
versity, who wished to devote a 
part of the long vacation to a con- 
tinental tour, embarked from Brigh- 
ton early in the morning of the first 
of July, and after a favourable pas- 
sage, landed at Dieppe, in the aftar- 



aoon.^' 



Here is Dieppe, on the north- 
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OF CHAMOUNI. 99 

era coast of France, , mamma/' 
said Lucy. "The Btitisb Cbannel 
separ^es the htter from England. 
Had Henrietta ever been on the sea 
before?" 

No ; but her parents lived in 
Westmoreland^ and she . had often 
amused herself, ^by navigating her 
little pleasure - boat on Winander- 
mere, witb^ a facility and grace not 
even surpassed hy your favourite 
Ellen, ihe Lady of d:ie Lake ! 

" As there is no quay at Brighton, 
the packets cannot get within some 
distance of the shore, so our party 
tmdto^t into a small boat, which 
conveyed ii^sc^ to die pcK^et, and 
they were soon safely on board.'' 

** WTiat is a quay V^ inquired 
Emina. 

*'I can tell you,*' said Edward, 
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"for George told me; it is a long 
wharf, conimonly built of stone,. by 
the side of a harbour or river, and 
having storehouses for the conveni- 
ence of merchants, and where their 
vessels unload, and take in their 
cargo, and so on. Now do not in- 
terrupt mamma any more/* 

"Henrietta was soon lodged in 
her birth," continued Mrs. L. 

" Oh, I must interrupt you 
again," said Emma, " for I Urn sure 
I do not know what you mean by a 
birth.'' 

"It is a litrie recess on one side 
of the cabin, in which a swinging 
bed ot hammock is placed, for the 
convenience of passengers," said 
Elizabeth; 

" Well then, mamma, Henrietta 
was safe in her birth." 
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" Lorenzo/* continued Mrs. L. 
**wa8 wrapped in a large Scotch 
plaid, on the floor of the cabin, and 
his father, amidst a motleyi group 
of different ranks and ages, lay 
down among the packages, vainly 
attempting to slumber for. a few 
hours/' 

"No wonder that he could not 
sleep/' said Lucy ; " I should think 
the motion, of the vessel, aqd the 
noise of tJie waves dashing around 
it, would be enough to keep any 
body awake/' 

"It was, fortunately, a. beauti- 
ful morping, '' contJaued . Mrs. L. , 
" therefore Mr. A., being ujnajble to 
repose, got up, and went upon 
deck ; and, whilst he looked to- 
, wards the country. heha4 left, his 
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Ijboiigbts, recurred to the d^ circle 

at horoe.^* 

* " Then Henrietta and Lorenzo 

were not his only children,'* said 

Lucy. 

" No,'* said . Mrs. L. ; " Hen- 
rietta had left a group of gay little 
sisters at home ; amiable and inteU 
ligenty she had been their constant 
instructress, and, during her ab- 
sence, the pleasing task of educa- 
tion of course devolved on her 
mother. 

" But, to return to her father : 
the sun soon arose with uliusual 
splendor, and its rays gilding 
every object around, rendered the 
scene doubly delightful. The coast 
of lEngland was still seen in the 
distance; the white chalk cliffs of 
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Kent and Sussex were distinctly 
visibie, whilst, on the other band) 
appeared the coast of : France, 
stretched along, the horizon. As our 
party advanced, that of their n^itive 
country receded from their view, 
and before Jthey entered the port of 
Dieppe, wore the appearance of a 
yery faint blwe cloud. 

" The first objects that struck 
Henrietta's attention, on entering 
the pier, were the women, who 
readily came forwards to. xender 
their assistance in towing the vessel 
up the harbour. 

" Women, mamma, women !" 
exclaimed Lucy, *' is it really pos- 
sible, really true ?" 
. " Very possible, very true,'' said 
her mother. " The French women, 
strange, as it appears to us, not only 
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take care of the domestic business, 
and tow the boats about ju the 
harbour, but also perfdrm the la- 
bours of agriculture, plough, sow, 
feap, and thresh the corn. They 
are, nevertheless, agreeable and 
pleasiqg; their cheerful, lively, and 
good-humoured countenances, and 
the native elegance and grace&l- 
ness of their manners, cannot fail 
to excite interest in the bosom of 
a stranger. Their dress, their be* 
baviour, indeed their whole appear* 
ance, was quite new to Henrietta, 
who was, as you may readily be- 
lieve, highly amused with what she 
saw. 

** The evening was spent in walk- 
ing about;, and taking a survey of 
the place, and our young friend was 
not a little surprised at the very great 
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difference between an English and 
a Frencl) town. Instead of the 
elegant ftee-stone houses, which 
we are accustomed to see in some 
of our country towns, those of 
Dieppe are built of brick and flint, 
and have, altogether, a rather me- 
lancholy aspect At length, even- 
ing came on, and our party returned 
to their inn, and, as is the iraual 
case in France, were shown through 
the kitchen, amidst servants of all 
sorts. Up a \itride staircase of red 
tiles, strewed ? with sand, into a 
large and forlorn-looking room. 
Henrietta sat down upon a sofa, 
bedi to rest herself, and to contem-> 
plate thd novel scente arbund her. 
Every thing wore the appearance 
€^ ' decayed magnificence ; it was 
evident^ that time, that imforieseea 
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i^vager, had laid his devastating 
hand upon the sideboards, the car- 
pets, the crimson-icushioned chairs, 
the sofes and the curtains, which, 
^vhatever splendor they might once 
have f)Ossessed, retained but just 
sufficient to evince their fellen 
greatness. Henrietta's chamber was 
also a large and dreary-looking 
aipartment, with a plastered floor, 
no carpet, and no window-shutters. 
She felt rather desolate, when she 
compared her present situation lo 
the many comforts by which she 
had always been surrounded at 
home ; but travellers cannot ex- 
pect to meet with no inconveniences, 
and this thought- reconciled her to 
the change/* 

"^She must haive felt londy, in- 
deed," said Lucy. " Why did not 
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one of her sisters go with her ? and 
how long did they stay at Dieppe ? 
I want to get to Switzerland, for I 
like that country much better than 
France/^ 

"All in good time, my little 
friend," said Mrs. L. smiling ; " Hen- 
rietta's sisters were too young to 
accompany her, but she had cou- 
sins at Lausanne, one of whom was 
to return to England with her. She 
was not, however, without an at- 
tendant in her faithful maid, Phebe, 
who roused her early the following 
morning ; and, as soon as breakfast 
was dispatched, our party pro- 
ceeded in a cabriolet to Rouen ; 
the approach to Rouen is , very 
beautiful. The river Seine, mean- 
dering through a fine and fruitful 
valley, whose sides are covered 
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with rich groves and verdant fields, 
interspersed with picturesque ham* 
lets, and white-washed cottages, 
ornamented with roses and fragrant 
shrubs, presents an enchanting scene 
to the eye of the traveller.^ 

•* Rouen was once the capital of 
Normandy,^^ said Elizabeth, " and 
is now the first city of the Low^r 
Seine, one of the eighty-three de- 
partments into which France is di* 
vided/' 

" For about a mile before enter- 
ing it/' continued Mrs. L.^ " they 
passed along an avenue of stately 
trees : the green branches of the 
gigantic oak, and knotted elm, 
nearly meeting overhead, formed a 
canopy, which sheltered them from 
the heat of the noon-day sun. Hen- 
rietta observed, that lamps were 
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suspended over the middle of the 
road by ropes and pulleys, from the 
branches of the trees, which, whea 
lighted at night, must baye a very 
pretty effect. After spending a 
day or two at this city^ our tra- 
vellers proceeded towards Paris, 
thp distance of nearly a hundred 
miles, and for l^dward's amusement 
I will dejgfcribe their equipage : it 
was a clumsy and inconvenient 
carriage, called a diligence, and 
used in the place of one of our 
stage-^co^hes* The horses are 
tgken, just as they happen to be 
wanted, from the field, the cart, or 
the plough, and yoked to the car« 
riage, with ropes, not a nice leather 
harness, but ropesj fastened to their 
backs with miserable straps ; nor 
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does the postillion appear to much 
more advantage than his horses — 
his immense boots, his powdered 
hair, and long pig-tail — his tre- 
mendous whip, in the smacking of 
which he makes a ^ most ■ terrible 
noise over his head, and also an- 
nounces to the post-master, as he 
enters a town, or village, what tra- 
vellers he has to expect, whether 
they be French or English, rich or 
poor, altogether compose a very 
ludicrous figure.^^ 

" Oh, mamma !*^ exclaimed Ed- 
ward, *' how wretched that shabby 
rope harness must look ! I think 
the carriage, as they call it, must 
be as miserable as the cart of the 
dustman who used to annov us 
with his bell early every morning, 
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when we were in London. I am 
sure I should not like to ride in a 
diligence." 

" Paris, at length/* said Mrs. h., 
*^ with its spires, turrets, and 
towers, appeared in the distance 
(to the no little joy of Henrietta, 
who was almost fatigued), sur- 
rounded by a boundless extent of 
country, covered with pastures and 
fields of waving corn, just ready 
for the harvest. A broad avenue 
of trees, upwards of two miles in 
length, foretold them of their ap- 
proach to the capital of France. 
The grandeur of the buildings as 
they drove intp the city, the ele- 
ganoe and number of the equipages, 
the motley groups of people that 
moved in the animated scenes 
aroond, tk^ riobnosa of die wood% 
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and beauty of the gardens, the soft 
serenity of the air, and the un- 
clouded sky, indeed the novel 
appearance of every object, delight- 
ed our young friend ; and, when 
fatigued with admiration, she was 
glad to seek refreshment and repose 
in a more commodious hotel than 
that in which they had passed the 
first night at Dieppe/' 

" Was she sufficiently rested to 
visit some of the public buildings 
in Paris, the next day ?^' asked 
Lucy. 

" Her father remained a month 
in this interesting city, partly for 
his own gratification, and partly 
for that of Lorenzo and Henrietta ; 
but, before the expiration of that 
time, the latter was almost weary 
with the sameness of their excur- 
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sions, and longed to exchange the 
daily routine of sights, buildings, 
palaces, and magnificent structures, 
for the natural, yet ever-varying 
scenery of Switzerland. I believe 
I told you that she had an uncle, 
aunt, and cousins at Lausanne, and 
she, of course, anticipated much 
pleasure in an interview with them.^^ 

" I am sure, mamma,'^ said Emma, 
** I should like that charming Hen- 
rietta ; perhaps I may know her 
some time. But you were going to 
tell us what they saw in Paris." 

*' It would lead me too far from 
the line of my narrative," said Mrs. 
L., *^ were I to give you a circum- 
stantial account of all that attracted 
their attention. They visited the 
Louvre^ or Palace of the Arts, which 
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is the most immense pile of build- 
ing in that city, and walked through 
its long gallery, which is nearly a 
quarter of a mile in lengthy and 
hung on either side with the finest 
works of many celebrated artists. 
Thence they proceeded to the 
Thuilleries, and afterwards to many 
other magnificent structures. But 
Henrietta, as you, Elizabeth, would 
have been, was more delighted 
with the Jardin des Plantes than 
with any thipg else, where every 
region of the globe is represented 
in miniature, rich in its own pro- 
ductions." 

" Jardin des Plantes /" exclaimed 
Lucy. " Oh, mamma, the very 
name is delightftil !— the garden of 
plants; flowers, ^ubS| trees^ fipom 
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every part of every country in the 
world, I suppose. No wonder 
Henrietta was pleased '" 

" They found the menagerie and 
aviary extremely interesting/^ con- 
tinued Mrs. L. 

" Oh, a menagerie !" exclaitned 
£mma, " and an aviary ! I know 
very well what you mean by an 
aviary, for there is one upon the 
lawn at Westalla ; it is a laige wire 
cage, containing a great number of 
birds, which grandmamma told me 
were brought from other countries : 
there were golden pheasants and 
silver pheasants, and green parrots, 
and orange-crested cockatoos, and 
little French partridges — do you 
remember them, Edward ?'^ 

" Yes ; I recollect them perfectly 
well," replied her brother, **but 
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let mamma go oa with her history, 
dew f^mma, and talk about yqur 
green parrots and yoiir French 
partridges another time. Now, 
mother/' 

** The galleries of the museum 
gave our young friend peculiar 
pleasure : they are devoted to ppe- 
cimeus of insects, minerals, fossils, 
shells, S^Q. &c. Elizabeth may have 
some faiqt idea of their ejcteqt, be« 
c^use she has seen the British Mu- 
seum ; but I can scarcely give you 
any adequate description of their 
amaziqg collections, the beauty and 
rarity of many of the specimens, 
and the extreme order and nice ar* 
rangement of the whole. The bril* 
liant diamond of Brazil, the emerald 
of the Indies), th^ red, sparkling 
ruby of Hungary, the crystal pf 
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Madagtiscar, the birds of Hin- 
doostan, and the gaiIy-<^oloured 
butterflies of South America, all 
have their example there ; thus the, 
beholder is surrounded with th^ 
varieties of every region, and ena- 
bled, in the course of a day, to 
make the tour of the globe. Hen- 
rietta expressed her astonishment 
and admiration with all the elo- 
quence of youthful feeling, and ex- 
claimed, as she left this national 
museum of natural history, 

* Autetir de l*Unirers, que tea desseins sont sages ! 
Tout est pur et parfait dans tes moindres ouvrages.' 

At length, the month allotted to 
Paris expired, and our travellers 
proceeded, first over a level coun- 
try, and then across the precipitous 
and rugged mountains of the Jura, 
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to Geneva, a town situated upon a 
charming lake of the same name/' 

** Now they are actually in Swit- 
zerland — my favourite Switzerland !^' 
exclaimed Lucy, clapping her hands, 
" for Edward said that Mount Jura 
divides it from France : and we 
shall hear, in a minute or two, 
about les deux petits Suisses, and 
about Mont Blanc. I hope they 
stopped at Geneva, before they 
went to Lausanne. Go on, if you 
please, mamma." 

" But will you tell us something 
about their journey from Paris to 
Geneva, mother?" said Edward. 
" Here is Paris marked in the map, 
and if they travelled to Geneva in 
a pretty direct line, they must have 
passed through Dijon — is Dijon a 
large place? I would rather hear 
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about what they saw on the road, 
than be, like Lucy, in such violent 
haste to skip into Switzerland." 

" For Edward's gratification," 
said Mrs. L., smiling at her little 
girl, " we will return to Paris, and 
accompany our party from thence, 
They left it early in the morning, 
and had a pleasant ride, through a 
country interspersed with little 
towns and vilhiges, to Fontaine- 
bleau, which is embosomed in 
wood, and prettily situated. Here 
the axletree of their carriage broke, 
and they stopped to have it re- 
paired ; this was accomplished with 
greater expedition than could have 
been expected, and they then pro- 
ceeded to Sens ; from whence their 
route lay through the province of 
Champagne, so much famed for its 

..gitized by Google 



60 THE PEASANTS 

wine. Auxerre was the next town 
through which they passed ; it is 
built upon the side of a hill, and 
watered by the fiver Yonne. They 
had quite intended reaching Dijdn 
that night, but evening came on 
almost before they were aware of 
it, and they were obliged to stop 
short at a small hotel by the road 
side, and content themselves with 
such accommodations as it afforded. 
Our young friend was very well 
pleased with the rural simplicity of 
the place: perhaps, the contrast it 
formed to the gay metropolis she 
had just left, reconciled her to the 
thought of passing the night there. 
The landlady exerted herself fot 
the entertainment of the swe^t 
young lady, as she called Hen- 
rietta, by II description of the coun^ 
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try she was abowt to visit, and toW 
her that she would soon be among 
the rocks and moqntains, whicbi 
yop may be sure, gave her no smftU 
pleasure, for the country through 
which they had hitherto travelled 
from Paris, although extremely 
beautiful, was fiat and levels ^nd 
he^Qce rendered somewhat insipid 
und uninteresting, when compared 
with the romantic scenery that was 
soon to follow." 

"Ah, I dape say Henrietta was 
impatient to behold it !" exclaimed 
JiUcy ; " I am sure she must have 
longed for the first view of Mont 
Blam; and I, fpr my part, want 
to hear about the strawberry 
girls/' 

^'Though no pillow pf dPWn 
awaited her repose at tha little inn 
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of Vermanton,** continued Mrs. L., 
" yet she slept soundly, and was 
quickly dressed the next morning, 
when her father knocked at her 
door, and told her the carriage was 
ordered, which was to convey them 
to Dijon. As they pursued their 
journey, the country assumed an 
air of wildness and grandeur— the 
hills , became lofty and crowned 
with wood, and the valleys rich 
and fertile.^^ 

''I wish I had been seated in 
one corner of the carriage, close to 
Henrietta/^ said Lucy, " with what 
impatience I should have watched 
for every turn in the road, in the 
hope that Mont Blanc would make 
its appearance. What time did they 
get to Dijon ?" 

*^ About six in the evening/' re- 
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plied Mrs. L,, " they arrived at 
DjjoQt a fiae and handsome town, 
and tbe capital of Burgundy. Jt 
was a delightful morning when our 
travellers left this place, and ap- 
proached Auxonne. The smacking 
of the postillion's whip collected 
the people together as they entered 
the towUi and Henrietta was amused 
by observing the costume and com^ 
plexion of the women ; their faces 
were very brown, and in order to 
defend them from the scorching 
heat of the sun, they wore great 
white beaver hats, made of coarse 
materials, and as larg^ as the hats 
we see represented in the pictures 
of the Chinese/^ 

" White ! why so mamma ? why 
not blacH ?'' 3aid ]Bmma. 

^Elizabeth pnawered her little 
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sister's question by reaching a book 
from the bookcase, intituled " Pfsr- 
cival's Moral Tales/^ and reading 
the following easy and instructive 
experiment : '* It was a clear frosty 
day ; the sun shone bright, and the 
ground was covered with snow, 
when Euphronius invited his chil- 
dren to assist him in a little ex- 
periment which he thought would 
contribute to their instruction and 
amusement. - He took four pieces 
of woollen cloth, equal in dimen- 
sions, but of diflferent colours ; one 
being blacky another hlue^ a third 
hrown^ and a fourth white ; and hav- 
ing chosen a proper situation, he 
laid them all very near each other, 
on]^the surface of the snow. In a 
few hours, the black piece of cloth 
had sunk considerably below the 
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sur^e; the blue almost as much ; 
the brdwA a little; but the white 
ifeitiained precisely in its position. 
^Observe/ -said Euphroniiis, *how 
varied is the influence of the sun's 
rays on different colours ! They 
are absorbed and retained by the 
black ; and in the piece of cloth be- 
fore us, they have produced such a 
strong and durable heat^ as to melt 
the snow underneath. Their effect 
on blue is nearly similar ; but they 
seem not to penetrate the white ; 
and the piece of that colour, by hav- 
ing no warmth communicated to it, 
still continues on the surface of the 
snow/'^ 

" Ha ! ha !" exclaimed Edward. 
" It is very evident that the women 
of Auxonne have discovered that 
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white hats, by not adxnittiiig the 
fiiun's rays, afford the best defeqqe 
to their complexions ; hut they %m 
brown, notwithstanding, yeu s^y I 
However, I ^m glad you i^ad 
this little experin^ient of Euphro^ 
nius, for it enables me to under- 
stand somethi^ig I did not before, 
Whep I wfts walking in the garden 
one day, I heard a gentleman tell 
papa that he h^d two vines j o«ie of 
them was trained against a ooovi 
mon brick wall, and the other 
against a w^H painted hl^ck; the 
vine that grew J^gainst the Wack 
w^l, produced just twice as mmy 
grapes as the other, and as fine 
again ^Iso. I could not at the time 
comprehend what he meant, but I 
now suppose that the black w?iU ^hr 
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sorbed the heat, which is the reason 
that Vine was so much more pro- 
ductive." 

"*When I set orange - kernels in 
the open ground/' said Emma, " I 
will set them under a black wall. 
So pieMB to go on, dear mamma." 

"T^re was little to interest on 
having Auxonile,^* said ' Mrs. L., 
"till at the top of the hill, just be- 
fore they entered Dole, the carriage 
suddenly stopped, and the driver in- 
formed them, in an animated tone, 
that 8|fey wete in view of Mdnt 
Blanc-^^ II y a Mont Blanc /' ex- 
claimed he, ^ il y a les Alpes /* 
Henrietta now, for the first time, 
behela the whole chain of Alps, 
forming the line of the horizon at 
tlli great distance of one hundred 
and thirty miles, and yet plainly s^en 
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with the nj^keid eye: Mont Blanc 
appeared towering lEi^boye them all in 
resplendent glory /^ 

" Was not Henrietta rejoiced, 
mamma?" said Lucy, 

''She was indeed, my love," 
continued Mrs, L„ "and, lost in 
admiration, could scarcely find 
words to express her delight. After 
alighting fi^om the carriage, apd 
gazing at the suhlime scene for 
some time in silepce, they again 
proceeded, and reached the little 
town of Poligny, situated at the foot 
of a rocky eminence, in the after- 
noon. 

" The carriage next conveyed them 
over a well-wooded hill ; and as they 
travelled on, 

** The darkened Jura, whose eapt heights s^p<ar 
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tode before then), and ^bout twilight 
they entered the little retired village 
of Champagnole, to the no small joy 
of Henrietta, who, almost appalled 
at the gloomy darkness of every ob* 
ject about her^ and the solitude and 
wildness of the place, clung to the 
side of her father. 

"Early the next morning, they 
again set forwards, and were all day 
travelling over the Jura, which ex- 
tends from Poligny nearly to Ge- 
neva. They were no longer fa- 
tigued with the sameness of a level 
country. All around was wild and 
romantic; summits never to be 
trodden by human footsteps, and 
rocks never to be cultivated by 
human industry, with now and then 
a charming valley, and a wood- 
crowned projecting hilli reminded 
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them that they were approaching 
Switzerland-^ my little Lucy*s fo- 
vou ri te S wi tzerland ! " 

'' Go on, mamma, go on, de»r 
mamma !" re-echoed from the yoic^ii 
of each of the children, 

" After passing through sev^al 
more smalj^ towns, amidst moun- 
tainsj forej^^ and glens, our party 
entered ifad^ spates of Geneva. They 
drove to the hotel ; and no sooo<^ 
had tlieit^jcarriage stopped, tbftn* 
to their ^li^ishiiient and joy^ they 
found tluit the brother of Mr. A. 
from Lausaime, accompanied by his 
eldest daughter Caroline, were 
awaiting their arrival. This unex- 
pected occurrence afforded mutual 
pleasure. Caroline had visited 
England) and Henrietta and herself 
were, as you may suppose, great 
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friends ; their tastes were congenial, 
and the similarity of their disposi- 
tions had long endeared them to 
each other. 

" After spending a few days at 
Geneva, in order to admire the 
beauties of the ever-restless lake, 
and the magnificent scenery around 
it, a proposition was made, for Hen- 
rietta to accompany her cousin and 
uncle back to Lausanne, and for 
Mr. A. and Lorenzo to make a tour 
through Savoy, with the intent of 
ascending Mont Blanc, and then 
proceeding completely round the 
lake, to meet them again at the 
former place. 

" But Henrietta, who had fondly 
entertained the hope of a nearer 
view of Ment Blanc^ was by no 
means satisfied with this arrange- 
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merit, and ardently begged to be 
allowed lo prodeed with her father 
as far as it was practicable. Ca- 
roline joined in the request ; and 
as her father was obliged to return 
on account of business, it was at 
length agreed that the two young 
friends should accompany Mr. A. 
and Lorenzo, in a hired caliche^ as 
far as St. Martin's, on their way to 
the valley of Chamouni, which lies 
at the foot of Moni Blaric, where 
they must abandon it, and proceed 
on mules. ^' 

" Chatnouni T' exclaimed Lucy. 
" I remember you were reading 
something to papa the other even- 
ing about the little village of Cfca- 
mouni, and a carrier pigeon, mamma; 
I am glad we are got there ! But 
what Was to become of . Henrietta 



and Caroline, whilst Mr- A, mi 
Lorenzo ascencjed th^ inouptain ?" 

'^You wjU hear ip time,^* said 
Mrs, If. ; ^' let us proceed regularly. 
Caroline's father quitted his friends, 
and returned to Lausanpe, with the 
pleasing intelligence of their safe 
arrival at Geneva. Every thing 
being duly arranged, the remaining 
party took leave of Geneva ; and as 
they entered Savoy, the scenery of 
the Alps appeared before them ; 
craggy summits and wild rocks rose 
to a considerable height on either 
side, and the Jura mountains behind 
bounded the delightful view. After 
passing through several peaceful vil- 
lages, and admiring the neatness and 
simplicity of their inhabitants, they 
arrived at St. Martin's." 

« I cannot find St. Martin's, 
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iiiamma/^ said Emma, '' I believe it 
is not marked on the map." 

'' Very likely not, my dear little 
girl/' said Mrs, L-, " for it is merely 
a solitary inn, built by the side of 
the road, for the convenience of 
travellers, and with the appropriate 
sign of Mont Blanc. They slept 
at this house, and from the balcony 
gained a distinct view of the mighty 
monarch of the Alps." 

''Mont Blanc f Mont Blanc!'' 
exclaimed Edward ; ** I know very 
well what you mean, mamma, by 
calling it the ' monarch of the Alps' ; 
for in my Winter Evenings,* the 
meaning of these lines is given : — 

< Now, on Atlantic waves he rides afar. 
Where Andes, giant of the Western star/ — 

" The Andes (in South America) are 
* See Winter EYenings, yol, ii. p# 167. 
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called gianti because they a^e as 
high, compared to o^l^er hi||s, a$ a 
giant is, compared to other mep : 
and for ihe same reason you call 
Mont Blanc the ^ mighty monarch' ; 
the word monarch gives us ap idea 
of superiority/' 

"Very well explained," said Eli- 
zabeth, smiling at her little bro- 
ther's eloquence. *^ Jienrietta and 
Caroline must have felt very lon«Iy 
if they were left at that solitary inn, 
mamma/' 

'^They ivere so much pleased 
with the novelty of the scenes 
around them, particularly our young 
English frientj," said Mrs. L., " that 
her father was prevailed upon to 
allow them to accompany him and 
her brother as far as th^ village of 
Cha^^ouni,^^ 
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"But you told us they were to 
leave their caliche at St, Martin's, 
and proceed on mules," said Lucy. 
"How could young ladies possibly 
ride on mules across the mountains 
of Switzerland ?'' 

*' It is true," said Mrs. L., " that 
it was impossible for them to pro- 
ceed any further in the comfortable 
equipage which had brought them 
from Geneva, but the kind and in- 
dulgent parent, unwilling to disap- 
point his dariing girl, procured in 
its place a vehicle, termed a char- 
a-bancj the only carriage which 
traverses those Alpine paths ; it is 
made very low, and the passengers 
must sit sideways, in order to rest 
their feet upon a swinging board, 
that almost touches the ground. In 
such a car Henrietta and Caroline 
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seated themselves, in high spirits ; 
Mr. A. and his son each mounted a 
mule, well trained to the service, 
and attended by several experienced 
guides ; they passed over the glaciers 
that cross the extensive and beautiful 
valley of Chamouni, and arrived at 
the village/' 

" The village of Chamouni^ 
mamma ?'' said Emma* 

** Yes, my love ; it is situated at 
the foot of Mont Blancy and more 
than three thousand feet above the 
level of the sea. They savjr on 
their veay, many populous villages, 
scattered in the midst of corn-fields 
and meadows, surrounded by woods 
that are ever green, and ice that 
never melts ; they traversed a 
valley, eighteen miles in length, 
environed by mountains of appalling 
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height? and presenting an endle^ 
variety of asipects. Jhene sublio^e 
scenes made a strong ipipression 
upon Henrietta, whosp n^ind had 
early imbibed a spirit of piety ?tnd 
devotion, which enabled her to ' look 
through pature, qp to ns^tqre's 
God/" 

" Well, mamma,'* said fid ward, 
" I suppose Caroline and her com- 
panion reinained at Chamouni whilst 
Mr. A. and Lorenzo ascended ^QUt 
Blazer 

" Yes,^* said Mrs. L. ; "a ro- 
mantic road led them to a village, 
and, as they entered it, they quitted 
their new-fashioned c^rri^ge, and 
their mules, to repose, for a short 
time, on the green m^irgin of a 
sflf^all trai^sparent lake, where they 
wpre soon sqrrQupdpd by ^ grpup 
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of beautiful peasant children ; the 
blue-eyed girls were ornamented 
with garlands of roses, and came 
forwards to offer wild strawberries, 
which they had gathered in a neigh- 
bouring wood, and two little boys 
held a basket of crystals and curious 
stones, which they had found among 
the rocks. Henrietta and Caroline 
were delighted with the simplicity 
and artlessness of these children, 
who, soon rendered familiar by 
kindness, and no longer under re- 
straint from the presence of strang- 
ers, talked and laughed, and ca- 
ressed them with infantine sim- 
plicity, and, at length, begged 
them to accompany them to their 
father's cottage. Consenting to 
the proposition, two of the elder 
ones led the way along a little lane 
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which brought them to a graen at 
the foot of ^ glacier, when they 
pointed to a fir-built cottage, ^t 
the door of which sat n venerable 
old ipan, with a long white beard 
and silvery locks, regarding the sun 
as it declined in glory behind the 
summits of the western mount^^ins ; 
several lovely children were play- 
ing around him, and caressing hio^ 
with fond affection ; the little crea- 
tures who had led our party thither, 
now ran forwards ; one climbed his 
knee and kissed his furrowed cheek, 
another clung round his neck 
whilst he returned its childish 
gambols with parental tenderness, 
and a third exhibited the straw- 
berries contained in her basket. 
From the fondness with which the 
old man embraced the children, 
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they concluded he was their grand- 
fkther^ nor ^ete they mistaketi in 
theii* conjecture. They introduced 
themselves sans cMmonie^ and were 
much pleased with the harmotiy and 
happiness that reigned throughout 
this contented family.*' 

^' But the father — the mother/' 
said Emma, *' where — where were 
they ?" 

*' The mother Was preparing theit 
simple repast, which Consisted of 
wheyj honey, oatmeal, bread, fruits, 
and bowls of cream ; the father w^ 
gone to conduct a traveller across one 
of the glaciers. 

" Nothing was wanting to com* 
plete the domestic felicity of this 
truly happy fkmily; they were 
strangers to trouble; satisfied with 
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what Providence allowed as the 
reward of their industry, they co- 
veted nothing more, and the clouds 
of adversity had never hovered 
around their humble but peaceful 
dwelling." 

" Then the father, I suppose, 
was a guide by profession/' said 
Emma. 

"Yes ; on inquiry Mr. A. found 
that the father of the -family, whom 
the old man called by the name of 
Pien'e Carrier, was one of the 
guides, who earn a livelihood by 
showing travellers the way to the 
summits of different mountains. A 
proposition was therefore made for 
him to form one of the party in the 
ascent of Mont Blanc the following 
morning, and for Henrietta and 
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Caroline to remain at his pretty 
and retired cottage during their 
absence/' 

" That was a very good plan/* 
said Lucy, "the sweet little. blue- 
eyed creatures would afford them 
nice amusement in the meantime, 
and they might gather wild straw- 
berries themselves if they pleased. 
But where did they sleep that 
night r 

" They all left the cottage before 
the evening was far advanced/* con- 
tinued Mrs. L., " and repaired to the 
excellent Hotel de t Unions where 
they found two gentlemen about to 
make the same excursion the ensuing 
morning/' 

*' That was a fortunate circum- 
stance/' said Elizabeth; "Mr. A. 
and Lorenzo must have enjoyed 
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having cbtapa^ny more than if they 
hiad gone vip ^lone/' 

** Provided they were agr^eabte 
gentletnett," rejoirted Lucy. 

** Who W^re tfeey, nianin>ii ^ tlad 
how naany guides did otiiT party 
have ?^' 

'' Thfe^r YieW acquaiiitaiicef^/^ ^aid 
Mrs. L., ** wei^ Dr. HameK tL Hbrs- 
fttah, iferefn employed by tiife eto* 
peror in making some philoso^k^t 
oteerVat^ohs in the tifeighbourhdod, 
aird M. Sdi^e^ Un C^kmn of 
GenfeV^, k ^trfsih of considerable iit- 
tainnyenfS ift vkrio^lj Wanfchisfe ^ 
tAt^M pbilo^O^phy-'* 

**Httd he any piafticular toWSt^ 

foj wishing to ascend Mont Blame f 

,**I!te gtatftd object, In accom- 

pfanying Dr. Hiattfd/* replied Mrs- 

tr., ^^ Was to make a tfiai df ^ i«5W 
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(urometer of bis owq coQstruetkm, 
in meaauripg the height of Mont 
MlanOf th^ ^c^uraoy af scane former 
obse^rv^tiQD^ having been called ia 
question. 

'*Our friends sent for Mathieu 
B^lnspt and Joseph Couttet, guides 
of the valley, to whom they had 
been recomcpended to apply thaw- 
selves, and, in the course of the 
evening, Pierre . Carrier^ an agree- 
abje and intelligent man, being re- 
turned, canie to offer hi? servicefJ 
al^Q. Aft^ 9ome little consultation, 
it was agreed to have twelve guides, 
and the choice of the nine others 
wa^ left tQ the three leaders, who 
were to appoint theqi all to collect 
in marching order, at four o'clock 
the following morning.'* 

'< How early I'^ exclaimed Lucy, 
" but 1 suppose they wished to have 
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the day before them. I dare say 
they had not much sleep that night, 
and that Lorenzo counted the hours 
till it was time to set off. Go on, 
mother." 

*' The long expected morn at length 
arrived : at four o'clock precisely, 
they were summoned from their beds, 
and about five they all left the Hotel 
de r Union, on foot.^' 

" Sixteen altogether, mamma,'^ 
said Lucy. " Mr. A., his son, Lo- 
renzo, Dr. Hamel, M. Selique, and 
the twelve guides. — Now for adven- 
tures, Edward V' 

** The guides," continued Mrs. L., 
** were each furnished with a knap- 
sack pretty well loaded, in which 
were placed provisions for the whole 
party^ matheniatical instruments, ad- 
ditional clothing for the following 
day, several blankets, and a variety 
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of Other thing?, ^mong which wepe a 
carrier pigeon flrom ehamouni, and ^ 
live foivl destine^ to be cooiced on 
Urn ijfiimoiit/' 

''All, the carrier pigeon ! I kqew 
th^t you read SQi»ething ^hout a 
carrier pigeon, and the little vill?ige 
of Chamoyni, to ipy father the Qth^ 
qyeniog, mamma/' said Lucy ; *' I 
(suppose it was to cpqvey the ear- 
li^^t tidings pf tlieir arrival on the 
l;op xpf J/of}/ Pimp tp Henrietta and 
Carojifie. Whai u^fnl bird^ are 
caff jer pigeons !" 

" Tbey had also ^oiyie rockets ^nd 
Bengal lighte, whipb they bad pro- 
n)miA tb^ !^i^ bdow to exhibit 
from their halting place at jaigbt. 
Tbi? WjaP to be tbe sumwilt of a rock, 
m\\^ by the guide;^ JUe Granfl 
Muhti whicb is a very con^piquQus 
object from the hotel/',, edbyGoogu 
H 3 
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" Then they passed one night among 
the mountains,** said Edward ; " I 
expected they would do so, because 
mamma said something about blank- 
ets. Pray go on/* 

" After returning on the road to 
St. Martin*s for nearly three miles, 
they began the ascent in a wood 
which skirts the mountain for some 
distance. But, previous to this, they 
stopped for a few minutes at the 
cottage of Joseph Couttet, which is 
at the base of the mountain, to pro- 
vide themselves with long poles 
spiked with iron, and also to fasten 
crampons to their shoes.'* 

" Crampons, mamma !" said Emma. 
"What are they?** 

" Small bars of iron, full of spikes, 
to keep people from slipping, when 
scrambling across the valleys of 
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It is quite right to ask for an 
explanation of any word of which 
you do not know the meaning, my 
dear little girl," said Mrs. L. " By 
doing so, you convince me that you 
pay attention to what I am saying, 
and also that you are desirous of 
gaining information. 

" But to return to our narrative. 

"At the suggestion of one of the 
guides, Mr. A. and Lorenzo ex- 
changed their common hats for those 
of the kind usually worn by the pea- 
sants, and which Joseph Couttet in- 
formed them had already been twice 
on the summit of Mont Blanc. The 
caravan now assumed a most ro- 
manticy and somewhat grotesque 
appearance, the costume of the 
guides each with a French knapsack, 
and one or two with old pelisses, 
being decidedly military.^^ Th^ 
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guides, as well as the rest, had a 
laige straw hat tied under the chin, 
and a spiked pole abput eight feet 
long in theif hands. They Wiere 
clothed as lightjy as possible, that 
th^ motion of their limbs might not 
be impeded, for they were told to 
expect a march pf eleven or twelve 
hours, the latter half of which was to 
he spent in climbing. 

** Before we accompany them fur- 
ther, we will return to Henrietta and 
Cardinie, whom they had left fast 
asleep under the care of Phebe and 
the hostess at the Hotel de i^ Union. 
When they were dressed axid haul 
breakfasted, they repaired to the 
delightful cottage, as tiayey called it, 
uear die lake, and found the £stmily 
of Pierre Carrier as lovely and in- 
terefiting as befoi^. Their kindn^ess 
and condesceoiion had won the at- 
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tention of the children, who came for- 
ward on their approach, gave them 
a most cordial welcome, and soon 
began to caress them with as much 
affection as if they had been ac- 
quainted all their lives. Poor little 
Augustine had a long and melan- 
choly tale to tell about the sorrow 
he experienced in parting with his 
father, day after day ; for, during his 
absence, he was not allowed to sit 
on the edge of the lake, in order to 
watch the solitary kingfisher glide 
into the water beneath him.*' 

**I wonder why not?'^ said 
Emma. 

"Perhaps his mother was afraid 
of his falling in,^^ said Mrs. L. 
" Pierre Carrier, when unoccupied 
by attending travellers on the moun- 
tains, often fished for salmon, which 
abounds on the little lake of Cha- 
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mouai, a»d wWtet hu^kcl ift thi^ 
manner, bis liwle boy, wl^ wa$ ev 
tremely foiicj qf bi^ fiither^ geuerajly 
took a station by hi^ side o\^ tb^i 
baeka of tbes lake, to watch the 
pretty gre^ n kingfisher* ^ it ^a^'tQd 
rapidly down to the water ; but dur- 
ing Carrier's absenqe, Angu$tine lo$t 
this pleasure. 

" Little Ce4a§ brought forth, from 
a basket of hay, a tat^^e marmot, to 
show Henrietta and her cousin/* 

" A roarnxot ! a iparmot !" es^- 
claimed Emn^a : 

"'From my dear native moorlands, for many a 

day, 
Throu^ fields and through cities IVe wander'd 

^way; 
Though I merrily siog^ yet forlorn is my lot, 
I'm a poor Piedmontese^ and I show ^ marmot/* 



^ See Aikin'a " Poetry for Children.fe 



OF CHAMOUNI. 83 

^« Do pt^y tell ws something about the 
little anjtndl, mamma ?" 
Mrs. L. smiled, and said, 

" ' This pretty marmot, in a mountain's steep side 
Made a bmtow, himself and his yenmg ones to 

hide; 
The bottom they covered with moss and with hay, 
And stopped up the entrance, and snugly they lay. 

ll>e)r cttrelessly sdeipt, till the o^d.<wimter^ bltst. 
And the hail, and the deep^drifting snow-shower 

was past ; 
But the warbling of April awoke them again 
To crop the young plants, 4ind to frisk on the 

plain/ 

" These little creatorefs we often 
Ibntid ott the «k>pe* of *he Alps, 
Wbtere gtass is plentilul ; but they 
iKjive ^ Wattn rfielteved situation. 
The 'sartie foWtt is always observed 
I'll the construction.of iheir abo^des, 
"^idi eontaia a kmg passage and 
two apartments; in the largest of 
tli^m the whole fenrily Jie do»B 
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together, in a torpid state, during 
winter, as dormice do in England. 
Little Colas was, as you may ima- 
gine, much delighted when he first 
discovered his marmot in the ' moun- 
tain s steep side;* its dwelling was 
lined with soft hay, and the entrance 
was carefully secured with a sort 
of plaster made of mould, mixed 
with little pebbles, moss, and dry 
grass. 

" But we are again wandering 
from our subject. Caroline and 
Henrietta were highly pleased with 
the neatness, simplicity, and con- 
tent of the Swiss peasants. Their 
cottage was in excellent order, and 
spacious and commodious ; it wore an 
air of picturesque beauty, not often 
seen in the habitations of the Swiss 
peasants, which brought to Hen- 
rietta's recollection the pretty cot- 
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tages of Cumberland and West- 
moreland. The agreeable manners 
of Janette, Pierre Carrier's wife, 
also attracted her admiration; she 
was a pretty-looking woman, and 
her whole appearance was prepos- 
sessing ; her dress was decent, and 
somewhat elegant ; she had on a 
blue petticoat, and a rose-coloured 
bodice, full white sleeves fastened 
above her elbows, and a thin mus- 
lin handkerchief thrown gracefully 
round her neck; her hair was 
plaited round her head, and confined 
at the top with a large bodkin : 
perhaps she endeavoured to set her- 
self off to more advantage than 
usual ; for when she accompanied 
Henrietta and Caroline in a walk, 
in order to point out the beauties 
around the cottage, she wore a flat 
straw hat, not indeed quite so larg^ 
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as her husband's, but which sAie 
ornamented with bows of ^y blue 
coloured ribbof], and put -on in a 
very elegant manner. She was 
much pleased with the affable be* 
haviour of our young friends ; they^ 
in return, were tio less delighted 
with hers, and could not avoid no*- 
ticing the evident happrness of 1^ 
good woman, who, wfcea sw* 
rounded by her fether, her hus- 
band, and her blootiMng children^ 
declared that nothing Could increase 
it. 

** Alas ! she knew not how soon a 
dark t:!oud wotiM overshadow th^ 
bright prospects atotmd h6r. Every 
thing in this life is stamped wtth 
ufrcertainty ; the mote dependence 
we place upon our joys, the sooner 
do ftiey appear to fly. However, I 
«ftnst hot anticipate. ,, ...Google 
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" We wiB return to the party oii 
Mont Blam. The aacent at first 
was so fer from being laborious^ that 
the guides were continually obliged 
to repress their ardour, and corapel 
them to rest every few minutes, lest 
their strength should not hold out to 
the end. In about two hours, they 
reached the last human abode, being 
a chaUtt or summer cottage, inha^ 
bited by Francis Favret, whose son 
was one in the party. A few mi- 
nutes before, one of the guides 
pointed out to them his daughter, 
Nanette, reclining fearlessly on a 
very precipitous part of the pasture, 
where her goats were feeding, and 
singing with the greatest apparent 
unconcern/* 

" Ah, she was used to such a 
mode of life,'^ said Edward ; " and 
you know, mamma, that custom 
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renders the most difficult things 
easy. Did the party remain long at 
the chalit?'* 

" They halted about five mi- 
nutes/' continued Mrs. L., " for the 
purpose of taking a draught of 
goat's milk; and when they re- 
sumed their march^ the aged moun- 
taineer, Favret, accompanied them 
about three hours, higher up to the 
edge of the glacier, to carry his 
son's knapsack, and then followed 
them with his eyes, till he disap- 
peared in one of the awful fissures 
with which it is every where inter- 
sected. He was accompanied by his 
faithful dog, over whom no one but 
his master seemed to possess any 
influence, being as rough and shaggy 
in appearance, as the goats which he 
amused himself occasionally with 
hunting/^ ......Google 
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''The dog« belonging to the mo- 
nasteries of the Alps, are trained for 
the purpose of attending upon 
strangers, I believe," said Elizabeth. 
**I recollect, noaninQa, my cousin 
Henry told me, that when be was 
in Switzerland, he was conducted by 
8 great dog for the distance of fifteen 
miles, among the intricate roads, and 
aknost inaccessible paths of those 
mountains. The monks of La 
Orunde Chartreuse train these faiths 
ful creatures for the convenience of 
travellers^ and send them out in the 
long dark winter nights to search ^Tor 
those who coay have lost their way, 
and conduct them to their hospitable 
retreat/' 

** Dogs are very useful civeatupos,'' 
said Mrs. L., "and the life of many 
an Alpine wanderer has been in- 
debted to them. When our party 
I 3 



90 THE PEASANTS 

left the chaUt^ they ascended in a 
zig-zag direction towards the Ai- 
guille du Midi^ a mountain to the 
left of Mont Blancj and which, for 
a long time, appears to rival it in 
height. They had left the wood 
behind them just before they reached 
the chalSt, and the ascent was now 
considerably steeper. They trod 
for some time in a very pre- 
carious path, along the brink of 
an awfully deep and precipitous 
ravine, where Lorenzo owned he 
occasionally felt some tendency to 
giddiness; but, by fixing hiis eyes 
steadfastly on the precipice, and 
gradually accustoming himself to 
the view, he was soon enabled to 
pursue his path with the greatest 
confidence/' 

'' But I should think," said Ed- 
ward, "that walking along the 
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edge of that precipice was nothing 
when compared to crossing a gla- 
cier. I wonder what Lorenzo will 
say to that. However, I will not 
interrupt you ; go on.^' 
. "At length they reached the 
Pierre de VEchelle^ a large round 
stone on the brink of the glacier, 
where they stopped to take break- 
fast : the fragment of a rock served 
for a table, and they refreshed 
themselves with a hearty meal, 
produced from the knapsack of one 
of the guides. Lorenzo felt quite 
at his ease, and completely enjoyed 
the sublime and delightful scenes 
around, above, and beneath him. 

" In a cavern, below this rock the 
guides found a ladder which they 
had left there the year before, and 
which they employed in the passage 
of the glacier de Bossons, now close 
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before them. It was a little after 
nine when tbey reached this resting 
place, and in about half an hour 
they resumed their toils. The bag- 
gage was adjusted afresh ; one of 
the guides had charge qf the ladder, 
and another carried a load of straw, 
which they had procured at the 
cbaliij and which was intended to 
furnish their bed for the night. 

" As they ascended, the pros<» 
pect became more and more mag* 
nificent ; they had left far below 
them all human abodes, and were 
now in regions where no animal 
but the chamois could tread se* 
curely. On die left hand arose a 
chain of stupendous peaks, the 
spaces between them being filled 
^ith glaciers, upon which the sun 
sparkled with unu^ial brilliancy. 
""*^y had a distant view o^ the 
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summit, though its highest point 
was obscured with clouds ; and the 
Aiguille du Midi^ from the foot of 
which they were now turning to- 
wards the right, still seemed to 
equal it in height. Their steps had 
long been encumbered with frag- 
ments of this latter mountain, rent 
probably by lightning, from its 
summit. Behind them, at a great 
depth, lay the vale of Chamouni 
and its scattered village ; the white 
walls of the Hotel de fUnion^ where 
they had slept, making it a conspi- 
cuous object. Before them was 
the venerable monarch of the moun- 
tains, apparently inaccessible ; for 
the glacier de Bossons^ which, like a 
broad and tempestuous river of ice, 
lay immediately in their path, ap- 
peared an insurmountable obstacle ; 
and the ascent on the other side 
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w^ SO Steep, as to be in parts at" 
«K>sit perpendiculiu*. Their spirits, 
however, were so mudix eJevated by 
the pure air they bad inhaled, si»c6 
they left the ehoMt and enaergqd 
from the wood, that they felt equal 
to any thing. A walk of five mi- 
nutes from the Pierre d€ I'Echelie^ 
brought them to the brink of the 
glacier de Bassans^ and they walked 
some way over it, carefully treading 
in the footsteps of their guides. 
Lorenzo occasionally accepted the 
assistance of Pierre Carrier's hand, 
as he crossed the fissures, or climb*' 
ed the frozen waves that every 
where interrupted their progress, 
and his little crampons gave him 
additional security.^' 

" Are the fissures frequent, 
mamma?'' asked Emma. 

** Yes ; being both frequent, wide. 



aiMJ deep, they we tbe prindpdi 
danger against mhkki (he tmreller 
bM to guard. The ice near them 
18 often very s&ppery, and irhen 
tkey lie at the loot kMT a idesoetit* 
tbe ^danger is oomieqaeiitly greater. 
It is not an uoftiequetit case for |jbe 
smaller ^ssusnes to be covered with 
snow, wjien it has Tecee^ly fitllen, 
and thus tihe tmsaspecting travelkr 
is som^im»e8 decemd by appetr* 
anoes, and tost i 

*' 0<ir paoty advanced oMtii act 
imnwense tower of soe deued fius^ 
ther progress, and yctu, lEdwsrd^ 
would have been highly mmiusBdy 
cdruld y&B. 'have i^een the crtaircase 
of notches, wtnfdh one (^ tbe givides 
ingeniously ctft in ihe ice, wtfa « 
hs^chdt v^idh l>e 'cau^iied <fer t^i^ 
purpose. Having surmounted &i^ 
<IMIci}lly, tbey 'descended itflOo an 
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awful chasm, from which they 
emerged in the same manner. 

" Again they met with fissures, 
called by the guides, crevasses^ of 
unknown depth, which they crossed 
by laying the ladder over them, 
and passing on all fours/' 

" By means of the ladder which 
the guides found in the cavern 
under the rock where they break- 
fasted, I suppose," said Edward; 
" very well ; 1 perfectly under- 
stand how they managed so fer. 
When the crevasse was too wide for 
the length of the ladder, then what 
did they do ?'* 

" Oh, I can easily comprehend 
what plan they pursued, Edward,'^ 
said Lucy ; ''they descended down 
one side, and re-ascended the op- 
posite one/* 

^^ But mamma has just said^ that 
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the crevasses are of unknown 
depth," rejoined her brother. 

" Lucy's plan is, however, 
partly right," said Mrs. L. ; **and 
a formidable plan it was. On one 
or two occasions^ when they came 
to crevasses of this description, they 
were obliged to descend by the 
ladder upon a wall of ice, not above 
a foot in width, which ran across 
the crevasse. You know this would 
not hold above one or two at a 
time^ so that the first party were 
obliged to mount the opposite 
brink, before the second descend- 
ed ; and the ladder was thus passed 
backwards and forwards, until all 
had crossed, one of the guides re- 
maining during the time, standing 
on the wall to move it. Here the 
least giddiness veould probably 
have proved fatal ; but happily, by 
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tfcts time, our friends were so well 
used to it, that they <x>uld look 
upon the tremendous gulfs on 
each side wH:h tolerable compo- 
sure." 

" How much terrified Henrietta 
would feave been/^ said Lucy, ^ if 
she had seen her fether and bro- 
ther crossing those little walls of 
icel Cio on, dear mamma ; I want 
to hear whdfcer they reacJbed the 
summit •of Meivt Blanc in safety, 
after all tbi* hazardous work.'* 

" ©uring the first part of the 
passage of the glacier, they were 
exposed to the fall of some (rf the 
masses of ke, whibh whiBTCd by 
them with surprisi ng velocity . One 
of "the guides, however, stood sen- 
tinel on an elevated spot, to warn 
tfeem ctf their approach. The mm 
was ty this time very hot, ai^ they 
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were glad to repose for a few mi- 
nutes under tbe shade of a huge 
pile of snow, and refresh then^- 
selves with sonie of tbe pure and 
delicious water, which the traveller 
finds at every turn of the glacier." 

" I suppose they would not have 
been sorry to see some little blue- 
eyed creatures, with baskets of 
strawberries," said Emma ; " I 
fancy they wished themselves upon 
the summit long before they were 
there." 

"They again proceeded," said 
Mrs. L. ; " and a few hours after, 
an enormous avalanche fell upon 
the very spot where they bad been 
reposing, and formed a bridge over 
a wide chasm, which had cost them 
half an hour to cross, and which, on 
their return, was hardly the work 
of a minute. After advancing in the 
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manner I mentioned just now, 
sometimes by steps cut with a 
hatchet, and sometimes by means 
of the ladder, they arrived, by a 
very steep slope, at the foot of Le 
Grand Mulet^ a name given to a 
ridge of rockis, or rather a single 
rock, which rises almost perpen- 
dicular to a great height, out of the 
eternal snow which surrounds it on 
all sides, and which is, from the 
nature of its construction, generally 
bare of snow itself. 

** In ' ascending this ridge, they 
had a new difficulty to encounter. 

*' Their steps were all upon loose 
fragments of the rock, which were 
schistus." 

" What is schistus, mamma r*^ 
said Lucy. 

" It is a word used in mineralogy, 
and given to several kinds of stone. 
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but more especially to some of the 
ftrgillaceous kinds," replied her mo- 
ther. 

" Argilla is Latin for clay> Lucy/' 
said Edward, " and the argillaceous 
earths are slaty, or of a soft tex- 
ture, and will become sticky by 
being tempered with water; so, I 
suppose, the fragments of the rock of 
Le Grand Mulct, were a .sort of 
soft slaty earth, which gave way 
beneath their tread/' 

" They did now and then," con- 
tinued Mrs.. L., " and fell with a 
tremendous ncHse into the valleys 
below. Owing, however, to the 
care of their excellent guides, who 
continually warned them against 
suspicious stones, they ascended it 
without any accident. Once or 
twice, indeed, a few stones frooi 
BboVe alarmed them, by falling past 
K 3 
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them ; but one of the guides being 
constantly on the look-out, warned 
them of the danger, which they 
iavoided, by crouching down in 
some of the hollows. 

" On the whole, they found the 
ascent of this rock less formidable 
than they had imagined, when they 
first attempted it ; and a little after 
four, they reached the top of the 
ridge, where they had agreed to 
pass the night, having been eleven 
hours and a half walking and climb- 
ing, almost without intermission. 

,*f Here they found evident traces 
of the bivouac of the preceding 
year ; some charcoal still lay upon 
the ground, which had served for 
fuel, and even some scattered re- 
mains of the straw upon which the 
party had slept/' 

^* Did our party also remaSiT^lJtere 
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during the night, mamma ?*' asked 
Edward. " Do pray tell us in what 
manner they contrived to make a 
hut, for they could not rest in those 
frozen regions without ^ hut of 
some kind, you know/' 

" Their ingenious and skilful 
guides soon constructed a kind of 
tent for them,*' said Mrs. L. : 
" being lodged on a sort of shelf on 
the western side of the ridge, and 
about ten feet below its summit, 
they sloped the ladder, and a few of 
their walking poles, against the 
perpendicular rock, the lower ends 
resting on a low barrier, partly ar- 
tificial, and partly natural, which 
raised itself between theii^ couch, 
and a tremendous precipice.'* \ 

'* How wide was the ledge, 
amamma ?" said Lucy. 

" Only five feet, my dear^^ Tiose, 
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therefore, who slept on it, preferred 
arranging themselves longitudinally. 
These were four of the guides, in- 
cluding the three leaders, and them* 
gelves/^ 

" Our favourite, Pierre Carrier, 
Mathieu Balmat, Joseph Couttet, 
and one of the others/* said Edward. 
^' How did the remaining eight 
dispose of themselves ?'* 

** Among the clefts and holes of 
the rocksj the apertures to which 
they blocked up with stones,'" saki 
Mrs. L. 

*' Poor creatures, what a miser* 
able night they must have passed,^* 
Baid Lucy ; ** hovtnever, they were 
used to suffer the same inconve* 
liience; but only think of fivie peo* 
pie sleeping in thai little, httle 
space-^-a ledge only five feet widei 
I hope no accident happened ; I 
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like adventures to be sur^, provided 
an escape comes after, and so do 
you, Edward. We liked to hear of 
Belzoni's adventure in the mummy 
cave, because he escaped, notwith- 
standing the treachery of the Arabs. 
I hope nothing of any serious, ac- 
count will happen to our party, and, 
to tell the truth, I shall be glad 
when they are safely down again, 
because you look so serious, 
mamma /^ 

',** When the poles were firmly 
fixed in the ice,'* continued Mrs. L., 
" some canvas was stretched over 
them, the straw was spread on the 
ground, and the blankets upon it, 
and thus they prepared to pass as 
comfortable a night as their situa- 
tion would allow of; but scarcely 
had they got under shelter, than it 
-began to rain, and in the course of 
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Itn ho»F, a vic^fent tbuiider storiri 
ctme on, which continued almost 
without ceasing, during tli^ whole 
night." 

" What a dreadful situation to 
be placed inl*^ said Edward, "and 
poor Henrietta and Caroline ! theirs 
itiust have been even more deplor- 
able." 

" They now congratulated them* 
selves ttet they had complied 
with the wishes of the guides, 
and halted there for the night,'^ 
said Mrs. L. ; " for Dr. HameJ, 
fearing he should not have suffi- 
cient time on the summit for his 
experiments, had proposed their 
mounting still higher. The guides 
expressed great reluctance to leave 
Le Grand Mutet^ telling them, that 
higher up was no shelter for them 
against the avalanches which might 
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fall duriog the night, and thujs for* 
tunatdy induced them to remain 
where they were.^' 

" That was a happy circum- 
stance, indeed,'^ said EUz^he^ 3 
" for if they had been entirdy desti- 
tute of shelter frx>m the iaaipendintg 
aralamches, their situation would 
have been still more dreary/' 

" The «v«ning now closed upon 
them so fast,'* s^id Mrs. L., ^'that 
they were obliged to eat their din* 
ner nearly in the dark, and arrange 
themselves for the nigtit, wilhooit 
much attention to personal con^ 
venienoe. Indeed, the roof of 
their tent was so ilow, that they 
could only move on their hands 
and knees, and that at th^ immi^ 
nent Tisk <rf their bringing it all 
down npon them, by displacing 
the poles, which, as they had placed 
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large stones at the outside, to keep 
the canvas steady, would not have 
been very agreeable/' 

" How did Lorenzo like his new 
situation, mother ?^' said Edward. 

" Not very well, as you may 
easily imagine, my dear ; however, 

he was induced to submit, without 
repining, to a very inconvenient 
place on the shelf, being that near- 
est to the precipice, where the 
covering of the tent was so low, 
that it touched his head as be lay ; 
and during the night, owing to the 
rain penetrating through the can- 
vas, his share of the blanket was 
almost drenched with water." 

'^ I suppose, mamma,'' said Ed- 
ward, '* that the storm prevented 
them from making the promised 
display of fire-works to the ladies 
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" Yes ; to the no small disappoint- 
ment of Henrietta and Caroline, who 
had thus vainly hoped for some 
small alleviation of suspense." 

"The novelty of our friends* si- 
tuation left them little inclination 
for sleep for some hours. These 
were spent in listening alternately 
to the peals of thunder*, which 
seemed to hover around them, and 
the roaring of the avalanches, now 
near, now more remote.^^ 

'^And the lightning darted its 
bright flashes below them, I sup- 
pose, mamma/^ said Lucy, " for you 
know they were now above the 
clouds." ' 

" From an experiment which Dr. 
Hamel made with his electrono- 
meter," continued her mother, ** he 
found all the surrounding atmos- 
phere so highly diarged with- elec-v 
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trie fluid, that be was glad to with-r 
draw it instantly within the can- 
vas. A\\ this time, the little tent 
was illuminated with vivid flashes 
of lightning, and as often left in the 
deepest g^om. At length, they 
ceased to watch even this interest- 
ing spectacle, and sleep gradually 
^tole over them, one by one/^ 

**I hope they rested tolerably," 
$aid Edward ; ^* indeed, fetigue 
would almost lull them to repose ; 
but I dar^ say Heprietta passed a 
melancholy nigbt at the Hotel de 
rUhiouj in the valley, vainly long- 
ing for the return of the carrier pi- 
geon. I am sure^ the thought of 
her fether and brother must have 
Icept her awake V^ 

"Our party did not leave their 
beds ^t a very early hour the next 
mJ^m^' ^d Mrs/ L,Ji,^g they 
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Icnew it would be some hours, at 
least, before the snow would be fit 
to support their weight. Indeed, 
the prospect around them was 
dreary enough ; a thick fog shaded 
from their view all the neighbour- 
ing heights, as well as every thing 
below them. Their situation re- 
sembled that of some forloni ship- 
wrecked mariners, whom the morn- 
ing finds sheltered on some preci- 
pitous rock in the midst of the 
ocean. 

"After a few minutes spent in 
viewing their position, and the pos- 
sibility of escaping from it, out 
party all agreed to postpone the 
discussion till after breakfast, for 
which they, by this time, felt a 
strong appetite. A little charcoal 
fire Was made, and having boiled 
some portable soup, and partaken 
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of two roasted fowls, they felt quite 
recruited, and ready for any at- 
tempt, but that of returning, at the 
very thought of which their spirits 
revolted. The way was now 
equally dangerous to advance, or 
recede, or rather the latter, on exa- 
mination, was considered impossi- 
ble ; and it was too late to go for- 
wards, as it would have been quite 
necessary to return to the same 
rock to sleep ; so that, at length, 
they determined to pass another 
night in their present bivouac. 
About noon, the weather cleared 
up, and two of the guides Were 
sent down to Chamouni for a fresh 
supply of provisions, as well as to 
carry tidings of their safety to their 
friends below," 

^*I am very glad to hear that,^^ 
said Lucy, "for I dare pay,^ Hen- 
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rietta and her coifsin had suffered 
much alarm on their account. 
How long were the guides to be 
absent ?" 

" They were to meet them," re- 
plied Mrs. L., " on their return, the 
following day, at the same spot. It 
was some time before Lorenzo and 
his father could be reconciled to the 
thought of spending the whole day 
on the top of Le Grand Mulct. The 
space allotted to them was so con- 
fined, and the arrangement of their 
shelter so inconvenient, having 
scarcely room to sit upright, that 
they felt disposed rather to en- 
counter any difficulty^ than con- 
tinue in their present situation. 
During the morning, Mr. A. being 
desirous of exercising himself a' 
little in climbing about the moun- 
tain, and also, for the sak;e of amuse- 
L 3 
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ment^ paid all the guides a visit in 
their curious abodes, and passed 
away the time by talking to them 
about the state of the weather, and 
the possibility of advancing a little 
higher before the approach of 
night/' 

" Your friend was in great haste 
to reach the summit, mamma," said 
Emma, " but I suppose the guides 
objected to the proposition for the 
same reason as they had done be- 
fore/' 

" Yes,** said Mrs. L., " and, some- 
what disconsolate, he returned to 
his canvas-covered hut. Soon after 
this, he observed Pierre Carrier set 
oflF by himself, as if intending to as- 
cend the mountain, in order to dis- 
cover the state of the snow. The 
rest followed him for above half a 
mile, as he proceeded very labo- 
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riously up to his knees in snow at 
every st6p, and thus received a 
certain proof of the impossibility of 
proceeding further. They were all 
aware that this man was a well-ex- 
perienced guide, and placed the 
fullest confidence in his judgment ; 
during the passage of the glacier on 
the preceding day, he had been the 
oracle, of the party, being generally 
one hundred yards before them to 
explore the way, and carrying the 
hatchet to make the steps. Often- 
times he . was discovered standing 
on some elevated point of ice, from 
which he made his reconnoissanccj and 
directing them accordingly, by a mo- 
tion of his hand. On common occa- 
sions, the others were allowed to take 
the lead; but whenever any thing 
difficult occurred, he placed himself 
at the head of the party, and^ while 
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the rest, particularly poor Pierre 
Balmat^ were eloquent in recom- 
mending this or that passage, a 
single word or wave of the hand 
from Carrier, settled the point 
without further debate. This man 
had already ascended Mont Blanc 
elev^ times. Alas ! he was to as* 
cend it no more ! 

'' Shortly after their arrival at Le 
Grand Muletj they put on addi- 
tional clothing, and dried their 
shoes and stockings, which were 
completdy wet through, after their 
long walk on the snow ; and, hap- 
pily^ from these precautions, they 
did not, as might have been ex- 
pected, suffer much from cold/' 
: ** Ybu told us, mamma," said 
Lucy, "that Mr. A. amused him- 
self with visiting the guides in the 
d^fts of the rock in the morning ; 
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but we do not know in what man- 
ner he passed the remainder of the 
day, nor how the rest employed 
tliemselves/^ 

"Their amusements on the day 
of their compelled halt were va- 
rious/' said Mrs. L., smiling, "and 
the novelty of their situation would 
alone have reconciled them to it. 
They amused themselves by turns 
the whole day, with looking through 
an excellent telescope that M. 
Selique had taken with him." 

" Looking through a telescope,"' 
exclaimed Edward, " when every 
object, both above and below, was 
obscured by clouds! What did 
they gain by doing so ?" 

" You forget, my dear," rejoined 
Elizabeth, " that the clouds were 
by this time cleared away ; the 
mist which had enveloped them 
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was gone ; the dtorm was over^ and 
they had only to enjoy the stillness, 
the solitude, and the grandeur of 
the scenes around/' 

^* From their elevated post," said 
Mrs. L., " they saw distinctly the 
windows of the Hdtel de FUrUon^ 
and Lorenzo's fertile imagination 
made him sometimes fancy that h6 
discovered his sister or Caroline 
watching their movements iii a 
similar manner. They had ho 
books, Lucy, to pass away the 
time, except a little pamphlet res- 
pecting M. Saussure's ascent, from 
which they found that he had taken 
a day and a half to arrive at their 
present situation, with efghteen 
guides." 

"They were better off then M. 
Saussure, at all events!*' exclaimed 
Lucy ; « but who waft he, mother ?'* 
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*'A celebrated and indefetigable 
naturalist/' replied Mrs. L., *'who 
reached the top of the mountain in 
1787, and made many observations 
which have rendered his expedition 
important to philosophy/^ 

" Our party made arrangements 
for letting oflf their rockets at night, 
and some time was spent in mend- 
ing one of Dr. HamePs barometers, 
an air bubble having found its way 
into it the day before. Lorenzo 
employed himself^in making some 
lemonade for the foUowiqg day, 
which was pronounced excellent, 
and highly jrelished by his com- 
panions/' 

" Then they found many different 
modes 'of employing their tipae,^^ 
ss^id Emma ; "I w^s afntid they 
would be quite tired out, when yon 
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said Mr. A. returned so disconsolate 
to his canvas-covered hut." 

'' Yes," said Mrs. L., " they 
amused themselves so well, that 
the evening again surprised them 
before they were aware of its ap- 
proach, and obliged them to hasten 
the arrangements for the night. 
Having learned wisdom by expe- 
rience, Lorenzo now placed him- 
self with his head to the rock and 
his feet to the precipice, and, 
though they wer^ thus very much 
inconvenienced for room, and Mr. 
A., and himself shared the same 
knapsack for a pillow, yet, upon 
the whole, they reposed much 
better." 

" But the rockets ! the fireworks ! 
the Bengal lights, mamma V ex- 
claimed Edward ; ** they are gone 
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to bed without having let them off, 
and I dare say Caroline and Hen- 
rietta watched for them with no 
little impatience. Pray what be- 
came of them V^ 

" The evening of this day being 
also rainy," said Mrs. L., " they 
reserved them for the following one, 
in order to celebrate their return ; 
towards morning, however, although 
the fog still continued in the valley, 
the sky above them became clear 
again, the clouds rolled away, and 
they saw the stars through the 
apertures of their canvas, which 
gave them the hope of a fine morn- 
ing, for gaining the ascent of Mont 
JBlanc. 

" How long did they remain in 
their little hut ?" said Emma, 

" They were kept in suspense on 
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account of the weather, until five 
o'clock, when the sun gilding witli 
its rays the summit of the moun- 
tain, appeared, as it were, to invite 
them onwards. The guides were 
now quite eager to proceed, and 
the whole party shared in their 
ardour, with one exception. M. Se- 
lique bad passed a restless night, 
and, being almost too much fatigued 
to go on, preferred returning to Ge- 
neva," 

**But his barometer, and bis 
philosophical instruinents,''said Lucy, 
*' what became of all his grand ex- 
periments ?*' 

'* He was, of course, obliged to 
rehnquish them,** replied Mrs. L.^ 
" for the remonstrances and en- 
treaties of his companions proved 
fruitless, and they, therefore, fcift 
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him, witli two of the guides, in pos- 
session of their t^nt it the Grand 
Mulct:' 

"I hope our bl^ve Pierre Car- 
rier was not one of those who re*- 
mained behind/' said Edward. 

" Fortunate woUld it have been 
for him had he done so," continued 
Mrs. L., "but it was with some 
difficulty that two of the men were 
persuaded to forego the pleasure of 
continuing the ascent, and thus in- 
creasing their reputation as guides. 
Two of them, who had never been 
on the summit, and who were there- 
fore chosen, as more proper to re* 
main behind, actually refused. 
These were Pierre Balmat and 
Auguste Tairray, whose names will 
appear again in the sequel of my 
narrative."' 

'* Well, mamma,'' said Edward, 



124 THE PEASANTS 

" the party were now reduced to 
eleven; you know two of the 
guides were gone back to Cha- 
mouni, to convey the intelligence of 
the safety of the remaining party to 
Henrietta and Caroline, and two of 
them remained at the little canvas- 
covered hut with M. Selique.. I 
do not much like that M. Selique ; 
de did not possess courage, real 
courage, did he, Elizabeth ?" 

" I scarcely know how to answer 
your question, my dear,*' said Ed- 
ward's sister, " perhaps it was only 
proper prudence and caution in- 
duced him to forego an attempt 
which, had he been certain of suc- 
cess, he would not, upon any ac- 
count, have declined. You know 
there is a great difference between 
want of prudence and want of cou- 
rage ; still, he probably did not 
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sufficiently preserve his mind from 
fear and timidity, which he might 
easily have done, had he, like Lo« 
renzo, not indulged them. How- 
ever, let mamma go on/' 

"Our party set off again, in 
much the same manner as at first ; 
the tent, however, and the ladder> 
with all the heavy baggage, were 
left behind. One blanket only was 
taken, which was to be laid down 
as a carpet upon the Orand PlaUau, 
where they were to take break- 
fast." 

" Whereabouts is the Grand 
Plateau V said Emma. 

" It is a name bestowed upon , 
the last of three level spaces, 
which follow one another, after as 
many steep sloped, in the interval 
between Le Grand Mulet, and the 
Dame de GoutS, or westei n point r 
M 3 
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the mountain/' replied her mother, 
" Our travellers were clothed much 
warmer than on the first day ; for as 
they ascended, the air became colder 
and colder. Their heads and necks 
were well covered with fur and 
flannel, and they were each . fur- 
nished, with a double veil of green 
crape, to be tied over their faces, 
as soon as the sun should become 
troublesome ; for the reflection of its 
rays upon the wilderness of snow, 
is extremely painful to those who 
are unaccustomed to it. 

" They now imagined that al- 
most all the danger . they . had to 
encounter was . surmounted. The 
difficulty, it is true, increased with 
every step, as they rose into a rarer 
atmosphere, and their path was not 
unfrequently very steep. The snow, 
however, was just of the right con- 
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sistenay, as they continued to mount 
the successive ascents; perhaps, if 
any thing, it was rather too soft ; 
but, as their footsteps were deeper, 
the danger of slipping was accord- 
ingly less. 

"The guides marched in front 
alternately" 

" Ah, that was right,^' said Lucy ; 
" you know, mamma, it must have 
been by far the most laborious 
place, for the rest could tread in 
their footsteps, and they must make 
them for .themselves; and the last 
person would be best off; for the 
snow, when pressed so many timesy 
would become firm enough to sup- 
port their weight without sinking. 
Now, go on, I want to hear of their 
safe arrival at the Grand Plateau, 
What time did they get there ?'^ 

"A little after eighty" said Mrs*- 
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L* "The rug was soon spread 
upon the ground, and, I assure you, 
they were glad to rest for a few mi- 
nutes. From this height they had 
a most magnificent view of the 
scenery below. The morning fog* 
having been gradually dissolved, 
every object was distinctly seen. 
Hiilierto, they had beheld nothing 
but a tranquil sea of white clouds, 
pierced here and there by the sum- 
mit of some elevated crag, which 
appeared as an island in the midst 
of the ocean ; but now the whole 
valley was thrown open to thein 
sight. They had a distinct vieW oP 
the Lake of Geneva, and the heights 
beyond, while the ridge of the Jul^ 
bounded the scene in the west. 
The Aiguille du Midi, which I dare 
say you remember, had, during the 
early part of their aacent^ seemed 
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to vie in height with Mont Blanc 
itself, now lay at their feet. The 
Dome de GoutS^ on the right, was 
still a little above them ; and they 
saw several avalanches which had 
fallen from thence during the night. 
The summit of the mountain was in 
full view before them, and to their 
experienced eyes, promised many 
a weary step to reach it. Indeed, 
they were now, , for the first time, 
fully aware of its enormous height, 
because they now saw it raise it- 
self far above all the neighbouring 
summits. Being half oviercome 
with fatigue, they remained here 
for a little time, and refreshed them- 
selves with some of the lemonade 
which Lorenzo had prepared the 
day before. Their spirits, however, 
were still good, and they sincerely 
pitied their timorous friend b^low, 
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since he had deprived himself of the 
pleasure they were experiencing. 
About nine o'clock they proceeded, 
with the hope of gaining the sum- 
mit by half-past eleven, and without 
another regular halt/^ 

*^Who were in front, mamma?" 
asked Lucy. 

« The guides, David Couttet, 
brother to Joseph, and Pierre 
Carrier alternately, for the toil be- 
came so great, that they found it 
necessary to change very frequently^ 
Our friend Mr. A. followed second 
in the line, seldom so far behind as 
third ; Dr. Hamel was last of the 
party, and Lorenzo about the 
middle. They were soon obliged 
to pull down their green veils to 
screen themselves from the piercing 
cold ; in addition to which, Mr. A. 
and his son wore green spectacles.^' 
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. "Ob, how droll Lorenzo must 
have looked in spectacles ; but I 
suppose, as you said, that the glare 
of the sun upon the white snow was 
very dazzling,*' said Emma. 

"A perfect and almost appalling 
silence prevailed around them;" 
continued Mrs. L. " for they were 
raised far 'above the worlds ig- 
noble strife;' the bleating of the 
flocks was no longer heard ; the 
rushing of various cascades no 
longer interrupted the solemn still- 
ness of the scene. The novelty of. 
their situation inspired them with 
awe ; they could discover no traces 
of animal life ; not even a bird ap- 
peared to remind them of the possi- 
bility of any aerial visitant, and 
I^orengo owned, that even the buz- 
zing of a fly would have sounded 
delightful. The rarity <^^th| air 
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also gave them pain and inconve- 
nience, and forced them to stop 
every few minutes to recover their 
breath; at these intervals they 
turned round, raised their veils, 
bent down their heads, and leaning 
on their poles, were absolutely 
obliged to gasp for breath, for the 
space of half a minute/' 

*' Dear mamma, how shocking ! 
I hope they reached the top in 
safety, for I have heard of some 
travellers, who, in passing over the 
Andes, were completely frozen to 
death.^^ 

" Under these circumstances,** 
said Mrs. L. " they advanced in 
complete silence, finding that they 
had no breath to spare, and that in 
consequence of the rarity or thin- 
ness of the air, it was difficult to 
hear each other's voice. The sky 
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above them appeared of a very dark 
blue, almost approaching to black, 
while in the horizon it retained its 
usual appearance. Can you, my 
dear little Emma, tell me what is 
meant by the horizon ?" 

'' Yes, mamma ; for when we were 
upon Malvern Hill, Elizabeth ex- 
plained it to me. It is that circle 
at a distance all around us, where 
the sky and earth appear to meet." 

*' A slight drift of snow from the 
summit,^^ continued her mother, 
"occasionally obliged our travellers 
to turn their backs for a few mo- 
ments; but, on the whole, they 
found their progress at this part of 
the ascent easier than at any former 
period since they had embarked 
upon the snow. They were, as you 
may readily imagine, full of joy 
and hope at seeing themselves so 

N 
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near the end of their laborious 
journey. After havjng proceeded 
an hour and a quarter, according 
to their u^ual method, in a zig-zag 
course, in the direction of the 
summit, and having, at length, 
reached the level of the Dome de 
Houti^ still some way off on the 
right, they suddenly turned to the 
left, thus leaving the Dome behind 
them, and directed their course to- 
wards the eastern side of the moun- 
tain> called, by the guides, the 
Moni MaudiL On their arrival 
there, they were to make one inore 
bend to the right, and this would 
conduct them to tibe top of Mont 
Blanc. In turning the corner of 
the Mont Maudit, they expected 
to incur some dilfficulty; but it was 
the last, the ascent from thence to 
the summit biejng yery gradjiaL In 
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traversing these mauvais pas/ *as the 
guides call them, recourse was to 
be had to the ropes, to fasten them- 
selves together, by threes in a 
party ; but as this passage was a 
work of five or ten minutes only, 
they did not anticipate much dan- 
gier, nor is this to be wondered at, 
when the reward of their labour 
was so full in view* They were 
now scarcely four hundred yards 
from the level of the summit, and 
expected to reach it in less than an 
hour. During the time that they 
rested, to take breakfast, Mr. A. 
had prepared two notes, to be at- 
tached to the wings of the carrier 
pigeon, a^ soon as they should have 
reached the summit.*' 

'* Ahi the carrier pigeon !" ex- 
claimed Lucy. ''How delighted 
Henrietta and CaroUne niust have 
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been when they saw it, especially 
when they found the little billet tied 
under its wing. Go on, mamma." 

" They were rather afraid that 
the great rarity of the air would 
prevent its supporting itself on the 
wing ; and they were, at the same 
time, curious to see whether it 
would find its way back to Cha- 
mouni, where its mate was vainly 
expecting it. They felt interested 
in the fate of this poor bird, as well 
as in that of its companion, the 
fowl, both of which partook of their 
provisions during the whole ascent, 
and afforded them no small amuse- 
ment by the way.* Edward, can 
you guess what was their mode of 
conveyance ?" 

" A bag, mattima ; or a box, or 



• They were both lost in the subj|e.quent^calamity. 
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a market-basket, or ^ wicker cage^ 
lined with green cloth, such a one 
as pedlars carry upon their backs: 
I see, by your smile, . I am right 
this time." 

*' No, you are not quite correct ; 
for their carriage was an old kettle, 
on the back of one of the guides, 
having a hole in it, which served 
them for a window ; through this 
aperture they occasionally demand- 
ed food 5 or took a survey of the 
country, but a gust of cold wind 
soon compelled them to withdraw 
their heads again. A bottle of 
wine had been reserved to drink on 
the summit, to the health of the kifig 
and the emperor Alexander, as well 
as to the memory of the enterprising 
Saussure. How little do we know 
of the future! 

" About twenty minutes after the 
N 3 
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change in their direction, the diffi- 
culty of- breathing gradually in- 
creasing, and their thirst being in- 
cessant, Mr. A. was obliged to stop 
half a minute to arrange his veil, 
and the sun being at that moment 
partly, concealed by a cloud, he 
tucked it under his large straw 
hat/^ 

" What of that, mamma ?'' said 
Lucy ; " why do you tell us that 
he stopped to tuck up his veil? I 
do. not see any thing particular in 
his doing so." 

«' Because/' said Mrs. L. "to 
this apparently trifling circumstance 
my friend's life was probably in- 
debted ; for, in this interval, Lo- 
renzo and four of the guides passed 
him, so that he was now sixth in 
the line, and, of course, the centre 
man ; Lorenzo was next before him ; 
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and, as it was the first time they 
had been so circumstanced during 
the whole morning, he remarked 
it, and said they ought to have one 
guide, at least, between them, in 
case of accident. Mr. A. remarked 
that there was no necessity for this, 
as there was no appearance of dan- 
ger ; and he did iM)t, therefore, at- 
tempt to recover his place in front,^ 
though the wish more than once 
crossed his mind. A few minutes 
after the above conversation, his 
veil being still up, and his eyes 
turned, at intervals, towards the 
summit of the mountain, which was 
on the right, as they were crossing 
the long slope which was to con- 
duct them to the Mont Maudit, the 
snow suddenly gave way beneath 
their feet, beginning at the head of 
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the line, and carrying them all down 
the slope to the left/^ 

" Oh, mamma !" exclaimed Lucy, 
" Is it really true — were they all 
lost ? Pray go on.^' 

" Mr. A. was thrown instantly 
off his feet, but was still on his 
knees, and endeavouring to regain 
his footing, when, in a few moments, 
the snow on their right, which was, 
of course, above them, rushed into 
the gap thus suddenly made, and 
completed the catastrophe by bury- 
ing them all at once in its mass, and 
hurrying them downwards towards 
two crevasses about two hundred 
yards below them. The accumu-^ 
lation of snow immediately threw, 
him backwards, and he was carried^ 
down, notwithstanding all his strugw. 
glcs. In less than a minute he rose 
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above it, partly from his own exer- 
tions, and partly because the velo- 
city of the falling mass had sub- 
sided, from its own friction. He 
was obliged to give up his pole, in 
the struggle, feeling it forced out of 
his hand. He found it, however, 
shortly afterwards, on the brink of 
the crevasse. This had, hitherto, 
escaped their notice, from its being 
so far below them, and it was not 
until some time after the snow had 
settled, that he perceived it. The 
first thought, on his escape, was 
the safety of his son, whom, to hie 
indescribable joy, he perceived with 
Dr. Hamel, at some distance below 
him, though up to the waist in 
snow, and motionless and silent ; 
and, on a second glance, he disco- 
vered that they, with the exception 
of Mathieu Balmat, were all who 
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could be seen of the party ; two 
more, however, qutekly re-appear* 
ed, and tny friend began to indulge 
the hope that they would all be 
restored, when Mathieu Balmat 
eried out that some of the party 
were lost, and pointed to the cre- 
vasse which had escaped their no- 
tice, into which he said they had 
fallen. A nearer inspection con- 
vinced them all of the sad truth: 
the three front guides, Pierre Car-^ 
rier, Pierre Balmat, and Auguste 
Tain'ay, being where the declivity 
was rather steeper, had been carried 
down with greater rapidity, and to a 
greater distance, and had thus been 
thrown into the crevasse with an im- 
mense mass of snow upon them, 
which rose nearly to the brink." 

** Oh, how shocking !" exclaimed 
all the children. ,.., Google 
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" Poor Pierre Carrier ! how much 
distressed his Janette must have 
been when she heard the melan- 
choly tale — ^and little Colas— and 
little Augustine. Go on, dearest 
mother." 

"Mathieu Balmat, who was 
fourth in the line, being a man of 
great strength, as well as presence 
of mind, haid suddenly thrust his 
pole into the firm snow beneath, 
when he felt himself going, and 
thus checked, in some degree, the 
force of his fall. The two hinder* 
most guides were also missings but 
their comrades were soon glad- 
dened by seeing them make their 
appearance) and cheered them with 
loud and reputed huzzas. On$ pf 
these, Julian Devouassoux, had been 
hurried into the crevasse, where it 
was very narrow, and had been 
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thrown witK some violence against 
the opposite brink ; but he managed 
to scramble out without help; the 
other, Joseph Couttet, had been 
dragged out by his companions, 
quite senseless, and nearly black, 
from the weight of snow which had 
been upon him. In a short time, 
however, he recovered/' 

** Were the other three entirely 
lp5t, mamma ?'' asked Lucy. 

** It was long before their friends 
could be convinced that they were 
past hope, and they spent many 
hours in fruitless eflTorts to recover 
them, fathoming the loose snow 
with their poles, and employing 
every method they could possibly 
devise. When, at last, the dread- 
ful truth burst upon them, their 
feelings may, perhaps, be con- 
ceived, but cannot be expressed. 
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The idea of the grief that would 
overwhelm poor Janette, the wife 
of Pierre Carrier, and the mother 
of eight children, who were all de- 
pendant upon him for support, 
rushed upon their minds with in- 
describable force, and they could 
not but reproach themselves as 
having, unconsciously, been the 
cause of the affliction into which 
his family would be thrown." 

** Then they fathomed the snow 
to no purpose,"* said Edward, ** and 
all their attempts were really iu 
vain, mamma/' 

*'They were separated so fer 
from one another by the accident,'* 
said Mrs. L., '^ that they had some 
distance to come before they could 
unite their endeavours. The first 
few moments were lost in despair 
and agitation. At length^^ wher 
o 
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reflection had convinced them, from 
the different positions of the party, 
when the accident happened, that 
the poor fellows were indeed in the 
crevasse, at the spot pointed out 
by Mathieu Bajmat, the brother of 
one of them, in their opinion only 
one thing remained to be done, and 
that was, to vepture down upon the 
snow which had fallen in, and, as 
a forlorn hope, to fathom its un« 
known depths with their poles. 
The guides having in vain attempt* 
ed to divert them from their purr 
pose, they returned to the crevasse^ 
from which, during the coB^lta- 
tion, they had separated themselves 
to a short distance, upon the new- 
fallen snow ; fortunately, it did not 
give way beneath their weight. 
Here they continued above a quarter 
of an hour to make every exertion 
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in their power for the recovery of 
their poor companions/^ 

" How did they manage, dear 
mamma? What means did they 
pursue?" said Lucy* 

" After thrusting the poles in, to 
the full length, they knelt down 
and applied their mouths to the 
end, shouting along, them, and then 
listening for an answer^ in the fond 
hope that they might be still alive, 
sheltered by some projection of the 
icy walls of the crevasse* But, 
alas! all was silent as death, and 
they had too much reason to fear 
that they were long since insensible, 
and probably at^ a great depth in 
the snow beneath them. They 
could see no bottom to the gulf on 
either side of the pile on which 
they stood, the sides of the cre- 
vasse being composed of solid ice." 
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" Did they return to the Grand 
Mulet, when they found all their 
•efforts were unavailing?" said Eli- 
zabeth* "I dare say they had lost 
every wish to continue their journey, 
:alid could only reproach themselves 
for having ever made the attempt.^' 

" This, however, was now of no 
use,** said Mrs. L. ; " the guides 
might some of them have been will- 
ing to proceed, but our friends did 
not bring the point to a trial, hav- 
ing no room left in their minds for 
any other idea than that of tlie 
most bitter, though unavailing re- 
gret ; indeed, had one hundred 
yards been the only remaining in- 
terval between them and the sum- 
mit, they would not have had suffi*- 
cient interest to lead them on. Had 
they recovered their lost compa- 
nions!, I am sure the past d|nger 
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would not have deterred them ; but 
to advance, under present circum- 
stanqes, required other hearts than 
those of Mr, A. and Lorenzo. 

" All their endeavours proving 
fruitless, they, at length, tore them- 
selves from the spot, tov ards which 
they continued to direct many a 
glance of regret, in the vain hope of 
seeing their poor companions re- 
appear, and commenced their me- 
lancholy descent. After a silent 
walk of nearly three hours, which 
they performed not as before, in one 
unbroken line, but in distinct par- 
ties, Dn Hamel being at some dis- 
tance bdiind, and Lorenzo in the 
front, they regained the Grand 
Mulety where they found their tent 
just as they had left it/* 

" Was M. Selique gone, mamma?'' 
inquired Lucy. ..Google 
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" Yes ; he had set off on his re- 
turn as soon as they were out of 
«ight in the morning. They found 
in the little hut, however, two 
guides, who were arrived from 
Chamouni, accompanied by two 
Frenchmen, on a geological tour; 
they had wished to. join their party, 
but, on hearing of the sad misfor- 
tune which had befallen them, they 
-chose rather to accompany them 
back to Chamouni. 

"Though the day was now 
pretty far advanced, it being past 
three o'clock, yet they [preferred 
continuing their descent, to spend- 
ing another night among the moun- 
tains ; the guides, therefore, packed 
up all. the luggage, and after resting 
for a short time, they began the 
formidable task of descending the 
Grand Mulct. The guides agaured 
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i;hem, that they could pass over all 
the mauvais pas before twilight 
came on, after which, they might 
either put up with a shed and some 
straw at the chalit, or proceed to 
the hotel at Chamouni, according 
t» their strength and inclination 
should direct. The commencement 
of the descent over the ridge being 
completed with great caution, they 
soon proceeded very rapidly. One 
of the guides took the lead, as usual. 
He was followed by Mr. A. with a 
cord round his waist, which was 
atUiched to the belt of the guide 
next in the line; by this arrange- 
ment they were each between two 
guides, and their little crampons 
gave them additional confidence in 
b-eading. They reached the chalSi 
about seven, where they refreshed 
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themselves with some wild straw- 
berries and cream* The two French^ 
men, being extremely fatigued, re- 
mained there for the night ; but the 
rest preferred continuing the des- 
cent) though in the dark^ until they 
arrived at Chamouni, about nine 
o'clock/^ 

" Poor Henrietta and Caroline!" 
exclaimed Lucy. '^ Had they heard 
of the sad accident that had be* 
fallen Pierre Carrier, and the two 
other guides? S|)eaki mamma'-^-tell 
us abo^t theqa*" 

^^Mathieu Balmat had got the 
start of the rest^ about ten minutes^ 
and they found them lamenting th^ 
jfate of the unfortunate suff^^rs. 
Henrietta was indeed overjoyed to 
find her father, and brother £f£^e, and 
when she saw them, sank almost in- 
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sensible on her seat, unable to ex- 
press her emotions, so much more 
difficult is joy to bear than grief." 

*' Then, before she saw Mathieu 
Balmat, bad she any idea of what 
bad happened, mamma ?*' said Ed- 
ward. 

" Yes : our travellers found at 
the Hotel de V Union some Oxford 
friends, who arrived on the evening 
of the day of their ascent, in the 
'midst of the thunder-storm, and 
wiere much alarmed at seeing their 
natties in the travellers' book. Dur- 
ing the day before, they had ob- 
served them on the Grand Mulety 
-and that very morning had seen 
them on their way to the Grand 
Plateau. By means of an excellent 
telescope, they had ascertained 
their number to be eleven, and a 
few hours after, saw them return 
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with only eight in the party- They 
even took notice, that the two or 
three last were continually stopping 
and looking behind them* From 
these signs, the landlord of the 
hotel anticipa^ted the melancholy 
intelligence, and I do not wonder 
that Henriettas dreaded to hear the 
result, uncertain, as she, was, whe- 
ther her father or her brother might 
not be among those who were lost. 

" The next morning, they sent for 
4he relations of Pierre Balmat and 
Auguste Tairray; fortunatdy, nei- 
ther of these men were married; 
but to open the mournful tidings to 
the family of Pierre Carrier, was 
truly affecting^ and must have ap- 
palled even the stoutest heart. 

'' Mr. A,, who, from Henrietta*3 
account, and the transient interview 
he had had with his lovely family, 
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was warmly interested in their wel- 
fare, himself undertook the task. But 
when the time appointed for him 
to go to the cottage, arrived ; when 
he reflected that Carrier had left an 
aged father, who had been wholly 
dependeat upon him for support : 
a wife, in fond and. hourly expecta- 
tion of embracing her husband: 
eight blooming children provided 
for by his care and industry— who, 
only two short days before, had 
been surrounded by all that could 
contribute to their happiness, not 
even a want or a wish ungratified^ 
his heart mi^ve him» and he pro- 
nomiced himself incapable of con- 
veying the distressing news." 

^'Ah, mamma,'" said Elizabeth, 
** how much truth there is in your 
favourite lines : 
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^The AlUwite Disposer of events below, 
Hadi mixed each earth-bom pleasure with alloyr 

Lest our affections to the earth should grow, 
And joys terrestrial all our cares employ.' " 

** There is, indeed, iny love/' 
said Mrs. L. ** The continuance of 
our happiness here, is always un^ 
c^tain ; therefore, we ought not to 
place too much dependence upon^ 
it. Care had been taken, that the 
inteUigence of her loss might not 
be abruptly conveyed to Janette, 
imd as their cottage was in a r^ 
tired situation, it had not reached 
her, when, at the urgent intreaties 
of Henrietta, my friend arrived 
there. He found the venerable 
father seated as before, at the en- 
trancis of the hitherto peaceful 
dwelling, while the children, artless^ 
and innocent, were caressing him 
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with affection ; Janette was spin- 
ning beside him, and tuning a fa- 
vourite song with her accustomed 
gaiety, and an air of content and joy 
pervaded the whole circle. The 
moment Mr. A. appeared in sight, 
however, without her husband, Ja- 
nette guessed the melancholy truth, 
and needed no further explanation ; 
the thread dropped from her hand, 
and she felt that the dark clouds of 
adversity and affliction had burst 
upon her ; the venerable father too 
was overcome with grief; on Mr. 
A. commending the bravery of his 
poor son Pierre, the tears started 
into his eyes, which sparkled for a 
moment at the compliment, and he 
grasped his hand with ardour, as 
he replied, ^ Oiei , monsieur ; vous 
avez raisan; il itoit mime irop 
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brave^ comme son phre.*^ The 
children clung round my friend, be- 
wailing their loss aloud. But I 
will not dwell upon the distressing 
scene ; since it is in vain for me, 
my dear children, to attempt to 
describe the consternation, ^nd the 
unavailing regret, that now took 
possession of the whole group : 
sympathy was useless — time alone 
could mitigate their grief, for na- 
ture must mourn for a season. May 
you learn from this melaHcholy oc- 
currence, that sublunary happiness, 
however promising its present ap- 
pearance, is no security for the fu- 
ture. 



* ''Yes, sir; you are right; he waa indeed too 
braye, like his father/' vrho was lost among the 
Alps, when in pursuit of the chamois. 
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** A subscription was generously 
opeined at Geneva for the fatherless 
family. 

" It was with difficulty that 
Henrietta and Caroline tore them- 
selves away from the cottage on the 
borders of the lake, whither they 
had repaired, in the hope of admi- 
nistering some little consolation. 
Indeed, the parting of our friends 
with the inhabitants of the village 
was truly affecting. The sympathy 
which they could not avoid dis- 
playing in the sorrow of the surviv- 
ing relatives, had won all their 
grateful hearts, and many of them 
pressed round their carriage, when 
they left Chamouni, to wish them a 
safe and happy return to England, 
evincing that honest frankness of 
character^ united with a simple, 
though courteous demeanour, and 
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tender solicitude for the welfare and 
comfort of strangers, which is so 
peculiar to the Swiss peasantry. 

" Mr. A., Lorenzo, Henrietta, 
and Caroline slept, as before, at St. 
Martin's, and the following day ar- 
rived at Geneva, whence they in- 
tended to proceed to Lausanne, 
having, from the unhappy result of 
their first excursion, lost much of 
the eagerness that had formerly ex- 
isted for exploring the romantic 
scenery of the country ; and, from 
this cause, as well as the toilsome 
and terrific tour from the vale of 
Chamouni to Martigny, they gave 
up their original intention of pro- 
ceeding completely round Lake 
Leman.^' 

When Mrs. L. had finished speak- 
ing, the children expressed their 
sympathy with the peasants of 
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Ghamouni, and regret for the lods 
they had sustained, in all the art- 
less exclamations of infancy ; and 
having thus indulged their feelings, 
Lucy, anxious to hear the conclu- 
sion, begged to know in what man- 
ner the party travelled from Geneva 
to Lausanne. 

"Caroline's father had sent his 
carriage,*' said Mrs. L., '* to convey 
them thither, and they set out the 
morning after their arrival at the 
former place. They passed through 
a lovely country, appearing, in 
some parts, a succession of vine- 
clad slopes, the vineyards being 
terraced with stone walls, one 
above another. Rich bunches of 
purple grapes hung blushing among 
the leaves, and Henrietta was 
iimused, as she rode along, with 
watching the grapfe-gathejers, many 
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of them children, picking the 
grapes into tbeir blue aprons, or into 
sraall. tubs, whk^h they afterwards 
emptied into a sort of hamper, 
called a brente, borne on the back 
by leather bands passed over the 
shouklep5, 

"At length they reached Lau- 
sanne : it is situated on an emi- 
nence above the lake, to which it 
looks down, over a rich sloping 
valley^ covered with vineyards, 
orchards, and woods. On entering 
the town, they drove through seve^ 
ral steep and narrow streets, till 
they arrived at a delightful country 
residence in the environs. The 
carriage stopped, and Caroline's 
father and mother, surrounded by a 
group of gay little girls, were i:eady 
to welcome our travellers. Mr. A. 
knew not how to resist *heir earnest 
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entreaties for Henrietta to refmain 
with them for a few months/ In the 
course of st week or two, Lorenzo 
and himself setoff on their return 
to England, where they arrived in 
safety, to the no small joy of their 
family and friends; and it is to 
them I am indebted for the inter- 
esting little narrative you have just 
heard/' 

" Thank you ! thank you, dear 
mamma V' exclaimed all the children 
at once. " But is your tale really 
finished ? Cannot you tell us any 
thing more." 

*' Not now,** said Mi's, L,, ** bed- 
time is fast approaching, and' my 
little Emma looks half asleep. How- 
ever, I- believe you will not easily 
forget the peasants of Chamouni, 
and the unfortunate occurrence that 
befel the guides oi Mont Bianc.'' 
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" No, that we shall not, mamma,'' 
said Elizabeth, <^ and I think, after 
your description of the romantic 
scenery of Switzerland, we shall be 
ready to acknowledge, that it is, 
indeed, 

* A world of wonders, where creation seems 
No more the works of NaturCi but her dreams/^ 
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THE FOLLOWING DESERVEDLY 

POPULAR BOOKS, 

ARE PUBLISHED BY 

BALDWIN, CRADOCK, AND JOY, 

PATERpNOSTER-ROW. 



Adventures of a Mouse, 2 vols, cuts, 2s. 
Catechism of Nature, for the use of young 

People. A New Edition, by Mr. JOYCE, Is. 

Calendar of Nature, by Dr. Aikin, Is. 
Familiar Dialogues, vdth superior wood- 

cats from new dedgnf, li. 

Goody Goosecap, cuts, Is. 

Good Child's Delight, cuts, Is. 

Happy Family, or Memoirs of Mr. and Mrs. 

NORTON, cuts, 18. 

History of a great many Boys and Girls 

CBtSylS, 

Holiday Present, cuts, Is. 

History of more Children than On E,cutSy Is. 

Jemima Placid, cuts. Is. 

Jingles, or Original Rhymes for Children, 
plates. Is. 

Little Stories for Ijttle Fqlks, cuts. Is. 

Life of BsLiSARius^by Marmontel, with 

<«loiurtd plates. Is. 

Telemacbus, the Son of Vlyssbs, with a fint 
froDtbpleec and vi|oette title, Is. 
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Popular BoohSf published 

Memoirs of a Pfo Top, with a new vignette 
title page, is. 

Mrs. Nortok's Story Book, cuts, Is. 
Primrose Pretty Face, cuts. Is. 
Presbkt for a Good Boy, plates, Is. 
Present for a Good Girl, plates. Is. 
Short Conversations, or An Easy Road to 

the TEMPLE of FAME, cati. Is. 

Village School, 2 vols, cms, 28. 



iPoARDiNoScBooL Anecdotes, 2 vols, cuts, 3s. 
QoBWBBS to catch Flies, or Dialogues in 

<hort SENTENCES, adapted to Children ftt>m three to eight. By 
Ifrs. TEACHWELL, a New Edition, in 9 vols. 38. 
*•* This Edition is ornamented with new cots from designs nuitfe 
exprosljr for the Work. 

La Bagatelle, intended to introduce ChiU 
drea of three or four years oh) to some knowledge of tlie French 
Language; a NeW and Impit>ved Edition, £ vols. St. 

Pbilip QtJARLL, or the Ei^glish Hermit, 
maqy cuts, li. 6d. 

Rational Sports, by Mrs. Teachwell ; a 
New Edition, with eight new and beantlAil ents. Is. 6d. 

Teachwell's Fables, in monosyllables, for 
Children from fire to six yean of age, with cots, Is. 6d. 

— — Fables, for Children from five 
to teyen, cats, la. 6d. 



Sacred Histories; or. Insulated Bible 

STORIES, extracted from the Old and New Testament, in the 
Words of the Original; and printed in a large Type, for the XTsevT 
CWdfcn, hjr WILLIAM SCOLFIELP, a New fditioo, in 2 
▼ols. 4t. 
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by Baldwin^ Cradockf and Joy. 
FirstPrinciples of Religion and the Exist- 

enct of a DEITY, explained in a Series of Dialognes, adapted to 
the Capacity of tlie Intent Mind. By Lady F£NN, Ss. 

Concise Account of the Origin and Design 

of CimiSTIANITT, intended as « second part to a work entitled 
" first Principles of Religion, Ac.* By Udy FENN, 2 vols. 4s. 

Dialogues and Letters on Morality, Eco- 
nomy, and Politeness, for tlie Improrement and Entertainment of 
Toong Female Minds. By Lady FENN, S vols. 6s. 

Footsteps to Mrs. Triiiiier's Sacred His* 

TORY, for the Instraction and Amusement of litUe ChUdren, it. 

Father's Advice to his Son, written chiefljr 

t9t tlie perusal of Tonng Gentlemen, by M. P., Ss. 

William Sedley; or, The Evil Day 

deferred, by S. S.,flue frontispiece, Ss. 

Teachwell's Spelling Book, designed to 

render the acqnisition of the Bodiments of our Native liangnage 
very pleasant, Ss. 

*** This nseftil Work contains a copious set of monosyllables 
lassed agreeable to their sounds, with words of two syllables, ar- 
ranged according to their accent. 

Lessons op Maternal Love, or Family 

instruction ; wriUen by a Mother for her Children, with a 
fine plate. Price Ss. 6d. half-bound. 

Lives of Learned and Eminent Men, taken 
from authentic sources, adapted to the Use of Children of Four Years 
old and upwards, with Portraits, 2 vols, price 5s. neatly half-bound* 
or Ss. 6d. separately. 

The Pink ; a Flower in the Juvenile Gar- 

land, consisting of short Poema adapted to the understanding of 
young Children, with lUrty-two fine Wood Engravings, price Is. 
sewed ; or with the Cuts coloored. Is. 6d. ^ 
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Popular Books, published 
The Ro8E-Bud; on the same plan, with 

Thirty^two raperior Wood catti Is. plain ; and Is. 6d. coloared. 

Teimmer*s English History, with prints, 

S voU. 5t. 6d. tewed. 

Ancient History and Roman 

HISTORY. Eachin2volB.4e.Kwed. 

■ Scripture History and Prints, 

S voli. Ss. sewed. 

— — Scripture Lessons from the Old 

testament, with Prints, £ voU. 48. sewed. 

I Scripture Lessons^ from the New 

testament, with Prints, £ Toli. 48. tewed. 

' Rational Dame ; or, Hints towards supply- 
ing prattle fur Children, by a flurtiliar Acqoaintance with the Animal 
Creation, by Mrs, Teachwell, with nnmeroos Figares on Wood, 38. 
halfboond. 

' Taylor's (Rev. Isaac, of Ongar) Character 

essential to success in LIFE ; addressed to those who are 
approaching Manhood. Third Edition, foolscap 8vo. 58. boards. 

■ SeLF-CuLTI VATION RECOMMENDED; 
or, AlNTS to a YOUTH leaving SCHOOL. Fonrth Edition, Ss. 
boards. 

' Advice to the Teens; or, Prac- 
tical HELPS towards tiie Formation of one's own Character. 
Third Edition, 5s. boards. 

(Jeffery's) Harry's Holiday; or, 

The doings of ONE who had NOTHING to DO. New Edi- 
tion, 18mo. 2s. 6d. halfboond. 



iEsop in Rhyme, with 72 Plates 

from orighul Designs, ISmo. Second Edition, 48. half-botmd. 

" An intelligent child mnst be tmly happy when he first opens 
<^ engaging lUtie roXmat^^M^nthip Review. , 



by Baldwin, Cradock, and Joy* 
Taylor's (Jeffery's) Ralph Richards; 

theMISEIU 18mo. Ss. 6d. half-bound. 

— Little Historians; a new Chro- 
nicle of the affiOrs of EngUud, in Church and State, between Lewii 
and Pan! ; with ezplanatoiy remarks, &c. 3 vols, price 98. half- 



Alfrbd; or, the Youthful Enquire^. 

By LOUISA WESTON, price 98. 6d. 

Cambrian Excursion: intended to inculcate 

a Taste for the Beandes of Nature. By the Same. With a beao- 
tiltal iVontbpiece, 2s. 6d. 

Aikin's Woodland Companion; or, rBrief 
description of BRITISH TREES, with some account of their 
uses. lUrd Edition, with S8 plates, 9s. half-bound. 

Arts of Life: — 1. Of ProYiding 

Food : 2. Of Providing OoOdng : 3. Of Providing Shelter: de- 
scribed in a Series of Letters, for the Instruction of Young Persons. 
Third Edition, half-bound, ts. 6d. 

' ■ (Mr. Arthur) Natural History 
of the YEAR. Fourth Edition, ISmo. Ss. 6d. bound. 

■ (Miss) Juvenile Correspond- 

ence ; or. Letters desigped as Ezam^ks of the Epistohury Style, 
for Children of both Sexes. Second Edition, 18mo. half-bound, Ss*6d. 

Barbaui.d'8 (Mrs«) Hymns^ in Prose, for 
Children. Twenty'third E^tion, entaiie^ Biiiitcd o|i tee piqter* 
with 15 new designu, 3s. half-bound. 
Also, a dieap Edition, Is. sewed ; or»«i v«ry large type. Is, (M. 

N. B. These three Editfoos comprim ad^ilipua matlar, which 
surreptitious Editions cannot contain, 

> — Lessons for Chii^dreN; from two 
to four yein of age. In Four Parts, 9d. etch. 
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Bakbauld*8 (Mr^O^nd AiKi^'s Evenings 

at HOME ; or, THE JUVENILE BUDGET OPENED. Foor- 
teenth EditJon, with Additions by the Author, and corrected 
throDghont by ARTHUR AIKIN, Esq. and newly arranged in 

4 Yols. 

Female Speaker; or, Miscel- 
laneous PIECES in Pnwe and Verse, selected from the best 
Writers, and adapted to the use of Young Women. Second Edition, 
ISrao. 5s^boand. 

Baldwin's History of England, including 
the reign of GEORGE III. With many plates, stereotype Edition, 
pi lee Ss. 6d. bonod. 

History of Rome : with Maps, and 

finely-executed Heads of the Old Romans. Fourth Edition, price 
3s. 6d. bound. 

History of Greece : with Maps, 

and fine Heads of die most illustrious persons amongst the an- 
' dent Greeks, corresponding in plan and anbellishments with the 
History ct Rome. Fripe 5s. bound. 

The Pantheon : or, History of 

the gods of GREECE and ROME. With many plates. Sixth 
Editkw, price 5*. 6d. boond. 

— -— — — Fables Ancient and Modern, in 

5 vols. ISmo. with 73 Engravings, l^inth Edition, piice 10s. extra, 
bound; or in one volnme, neatly bound, price 4a. 

•«* The same Book in IVench, which, from its ea^y and natural 
style, is peculiarly eligible as a First Book In the stn^y of that 
language, pdce 4i. bomid. 

£dgeworth*s Readings on Poetry. Se- 
cond Edition, l8mo. Ss. 6d. half-bound. 

Poetry Explained, for Young 

People, SB, 6d, hal^bound. ^ 
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by Baldwin^ Cradock, and Joy, 

Bdoeworth's Frank; Id 3 vols, price 9s. ; 
being a Sequel to the Story of Frank in tlie Early Lessons. 

■ Early Lessons^ 4 vols. 18mo. lis . 

halMKwnd. 

*•* The 3rd and 4tb Vols, are sold separately Arom the first two, 
price 6s. 

■ Rosamokd; in 2 vols, price 5s. 
being a Seqod to Rosamond, in the Early Lessons. 

Parent's Assistant, 6 vols. 12s. 

half4MmiMl. 

— — Moral Tales, 3 vols. 10s. 6d. bds. 
—— PopularTales,3 vols.l2s. boards. 

■ Comic Dramas. 12mo. 7s. boards. 

•^— — - Harrt and Lucy, concluded, 4 
y<^, ISmo. l6s. 

Pbacocr's (Lucy) Visit for a Week ; or, 

HnrrS on fte improvement of time. Ninth Edition, 4s. 



Ambrose and Eleanor ; or the 

Adventnivs of two Children, deserted on an nnfaibabited Island. 
IBmo. Ss. 6d. half-bound. 

Adventures of the Six Prin- 



cesses of BABYLON. 18mo. Cs.Od. half-boond. 

Little Emigrant, a Tale. New 

Bditioo, ISmo. Ss. M. half-bound. 

Evans's (Dr. John) Juvenile Pieces; de- 
signed for the Youth of both Sexes. Sixth Edition, ISmo. with 
PlatM, 4s. 6d. boards. 

■ Juvenile Tourist; or. Excursions 

Into the West of England; into die Midland Counties, with Part of 
Sonth Wales, and -into the whole County of Kent. The Fourth 
Ediliomwith a Miniature Sketch of London, Ac. ds. boattls. 



Popular Books, published 
Joyce's Dialogues on Chemistry, intended 

for the Imtrnctioii and Entertahunent of Toong People; In which 
the fint Piindplet of that Science are Mly explained. With 
Qnestioiv for the Examination of Pupils. A New Edition, carefeUgr 
corrected accotrding to the latest imiNPOvan^ts in tlie Science. 
By RICHARD PHILUPS, Esq. In 2 vols, price 98. half-bonnd. 

■' DiALOGUESon the Microscope. Il- 

lustrated with Ten FkUes. In 2 vols. 12mo. 7s. half4xNind. 

Coxe's Gay's Fables. Woodcuts, 1 2mo. 4s.6d. 
boards. 

Helme's (Mrs. Eliz.) Cortez; or. The Con- 
quest of MEXICO; as nOated by a Father to his Children, 
and designed for the Instmction of Tooth. A New Edition, with 
a Map, 5s. 6d. bound. 

■ Columbus; or, the Discovery of 

AMERICA. A New Edition, with a Map, 12m«. 6s. 6d. bonnd. 

■ PiZARRO ; or, the Conquest of Peru. 

A New Edition, with a Map, I2mo. 5s. 6d. bound. 

%• The above three Works give a fiithftil and InteresthigAeoowit 
of the disooverierand first settlementa made in the New Worid, In 
familiar language, intennixed with rnnch nseftd infonnation. 

Sunday Evening Lectures ; containing Reli- 
gions Advice to Young Persons. 2 vols. gs. batfbonnd. 

Bingley's (Rev. William) Useful Know- 
ledge ; or, a Fandliar Account of the various Productionsof 
Nature, Mineral, Vegetable, and Anhnal, which are chiefly employ- 
ed for the Use of Man. Illustrated with numerous PiguKa, and 
intended as a Work both of Instruetion and Reference. The Fourth 
Edition, with considerable Alterations and Additions, and Sixteen 
Plates, 3 vols. ISmo £ 1 Is. 

PI Introduction to Botany, illus- 
trated by Reference, under each DeOnitioiv to Plants of easy 
Access, ismo. Plates, 4s. 6d. boards ; or with Coloured Platea, 
78. Od. boards. 
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by Baldwin^ Cradock, and Joy. 

Guy's (Joseph) School Geography, on a 
new, easy, and hif^y-improved Plan ; comprising not only a com- 
plete General Description, bat mncb Topographical Information, 
expressly adapted to every Class of Learners, both in Ladies' and 
Gentlemen's Schools, with 7 Maps, Fourth Edition, corrected and 
enlai^,38. boond. 

*•* A Geographical Key to the Problems and Qnestions in 
Gay's Geography. Vew Edition, Is. 6d. sewed. 

■ Pocket Cyclopedia ; or, Miscel- 
lany of USEFUL KNOWLEDGE, from the latest and best 
Aathorities, designed as a Class-book for senior Scholars, and for 
yonog Persons in general. The Eighth Edition, iSmo. 8s. boond- 

■ New British Spelling Book ; 
25th Edition, with new Cats, and a fine Frontispiece engraved on 
steel. Is. 6d. boond. 

' New British Reader : or, Sequel 

to the NEW BRITISH SPELLING BOOK ; containing a great Va. 
rie^ of Easy Lessons, selected from ai^roved Aathors, exhibiting a 
very easy Gradation, and adapted to the junior Classes of Ladies' 
and Gentlemen's Schools. The Fourth Edition enlarged, modi 
■improved, and adorned with Seveirteen Wood Cots. 3s. (ki. boond. 
" This is one of the easiest and roost oseAil Guides to reading that 
we have seen ; and the gradation from plain and familiar, to the 
higher orders of composition, is very judicioasly contrive<l and 
"executed." -5ri*. Crit. 

— — New British Primer, for Cbildren 

of an early age. A New Edition, with many Cnts, 6d. 

— • Elements of Astronomy, familiarly 
explaining the general Phenomena of the Heavenly Bodies, and the 
Theory of the Tides. To which is subjoined, a complete Set of 
Qnestions for Examination, for the Use of Private Students as well 
as Pablic Seminaries. Intended as a Companion to the " School 
Geography" of the same Author. Second Edition, illustrated by 18 
beantiftil Plates, price only 58. neatly bound. 

■ School Ciphering Book for Begin- 
ners, containing all the variety of Sums and Questions usnally 



Popular BookSi published 

proposed in the ftnt five Rales of Artthmedc, ivitfa a ctinplete 
let of Arithmetical Tables. The whole equally adapted to Ladiea' 
or Geutlemen*s Schools, and Private Teachers. A Kew £ditioo« 
in script type, on fine post writing paper, and otherwise greatly 
improved, price 3s. 6d. 

•«• It is trusted that the improvements introdoced into this £d|. 
lion will give great satisfKtion. By the adoption of atype inlmita> 
tion of the best wrking, pu(rils will have always btfore them am 
excellent copy for the formation of their figures. 

A KEY to the above, price 6d. 

Guy's Chart of General History, Ancient 

and Moden. On a lai^ge dieet of ColunUa Drawing Paper. 
The Third Edition, corrected, 7s. coloured ; on Canvas and Rollers, 
30b. 6d., and varnished 14s. 

** A chart of this kind will greatly fiicilitate the Student's pro- 
gress, and give him clearer ideas of the rise, duration, and fail of each 
kingdom and empire, than the bare perusal of many volumes." 

■ ' ■ (Jos. jun.) English School Gram*- 

MAR ; in wluch practical lUustration is, in every step, Ueuded 
with Theory, by Rules, Examines, and Exercises, adapted throngti- 
onttotheUseofSUiooia and Private Teachers. FUllk Editioii, la. 
6d. boond. 

— New Latin Primer; or, A Cobc- 

FANION to LATIN GRAMMARS. In ITirce Parts. 18mo.2s, 
bound. 

' New Exercises in Orthography, 

containing Selections flrom the most admired Authors, in Prose and 
Terse. Third Edition, improved. Is. bound. ^ 

Introduction to Thorough Bass, in Conversa- 
tions of a Fortnight, between a Mother and her Daughter of Ten 
Years old. IDustrated by Plates and Cuts of Music. Small 4to. 
8s. neatly half-bound. 

" Tlie Author of this Work enjoys, we tliink, the just distinction 
of having given to the Musical World, the most perspicuous, intelli- 
gible, and popular treatise upon this hackneyed subject of Thorough 
Bass that we have yH seen.*— Qttorf. Musical Review, No, IF, 



by Baldwin^ Cradock, and Joy. 
ToifKiKs's (T. E.) Pq^ms on various Sitb- 

JECTS, selected to enforce the Practice of Virtne, an4 to comprii e 

in one Volume, tlie Beaoties of English Poetry. A Kew Edition, 

With many Additional Poems, in a neat podiet Volume, 3s. boand. 

Holland's (J. of Manchester) System of 

MODERN and ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY; with a Series of 
Geographical Examinations. Sixth Edition, improved, with a 
new Map of Canals and Rivers, and a Map of the Ancient World, 
iSmo. 4s. bonnd. 

— Essays on Ancient History ;par- 

ticulariy the Jewish, Assyrian, Persian, Grecian, and Roman, with 
Examinations, for tfie Use of Yoang Persons. A New Edition, 
l^mo. 6s. bound. 

■ Exercises for the Memory and 

UNDERSTANDING, with a Series of Examinations. Fourth 
Edition, consisting of Fables and Narratives, Selections fVom Natural 
and Civil History, and Moral and Religions Extracts, in Prose and 
Verse, ISmo. 5s. 6d. bound. 

Questions in General History. Is. sewed. 

Lamb's Tales from SnAKcsFfiAREr: with 20 
Engravings, for Young Personr. Fourth Edition, S vols. lOs., in 
extra-boards. 

Adventures of Ulysses; with a superb 

Vignette and Title-page. Price 3s. Od.' in extra-boards. 

Leicester's (Mrs.) School : the History of 

Several Young Ladies, related by themselves. The Fightfa Edition, 
with a beantifhl Frontbpiece, price Ss. 6d. in extra-boards. 

Hie character of these pnbUcations, for strength, of conception 
and elegant simplicity of diction, is too well known to the lovers of 
fine writiiq;, to require ordinaiy encoodnnis. They have been 
mentioned by public Lecturers, and other persons of a blghiy 
coltivated taste, as standards of exeelkace in aD respects. 

Moore's (Mrs.) Short History of France; 
Including the principal Eventi fk-om the Foundation of the Empire 



Popular Books. 

by fharamond, to the Restoration of LouU XVIII, ismo* 7i. 
boards, with Six Engravings from original ,Oerigns. 

An Edition of Uic same Worlc^ in 2 vols. lUastrated witli 32 
Plates, printed uniformly with tlie long-esteemed Works of Mn. 
trimmer, 88. boand in red. 

M YLius's Poetical Class Book ; or, Read- 
ing Lessons for every Day in tlie Year, selected from the most 
popular English Poets, Ancient and Modem, arranged in Daily 
Lessons and Weelcly Portions. The Sixth Edition, just published* 
ornamented with a fine Portrait of Shakespeare. Price 5s. bd. 

First Book of Poetry, for the Use 

of Sdiools, intended as Reading Lessons for the yonngo* dasaes, 
with two Engravings. The Eighth Edition, price Ss. bound. 

t Junior Class Book ; or Keadiog 

Lessons for every Day in the Year, in Prose and Verse; The 
Seventh Editton, price 58. bound. . 

■■ ■ School Dictionary of the Eng- 
lish LANGUAGE ; constmcted as a series of Daily Lessons, and 
preceded by a Kew Guide to the English Tongue. A New 
Edition, price 2s. 6d. bound in red. 

*«* Since the irst publication of this very popular sdiool book 
near 100,000 cofrfes have been sold, so universally is it now 
adopted. 

The Stories of old Daniel. Ninth Edi- 
tion, in Two Parts, with Two Plates, price 6s. bounds* 

*,* These Stories were written with a view to indulge that lov«, 
of the wonderftil, so natnral to Children of all ages and dispodtions, 
without distorting their young minds by any thing too horrible or 
unnatural. 

Swiss Family Robinson ; or Adventures of 

a Father and Mother, and Four Sons in a Desert Island; befaig a 
Practical Illustration of the first Principles of Mechanics, NatunA 
Philosophy^ Natural History, and all those brandies of Science 
which most fanitiediateiy apply to the bosineiB of Life, fifth 
Edition, adorned with Six beantiftil Engravings, and a Map of the 
Island, sketched by Fritz, the eldest ^on. Price 7»» hoardt. 
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